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Funeral arrangements announced 

AMMAN — Tbe body of Her Majesty Queen Zein Al Sharaf 
wiH be laid to rest Wednesday noon at the Royal Cemetery after 
ftmera] pray ers at tbe Royal Guards Mosque, the Royal Court 
announced. The Royal Court said mourners will include tbe 
RqyaJ Cowl members, the prime minister, the Royal Court 
chief, the speakers and members of the Upper and Lower 
Hooks of Paritancm and other senior officials, heads of 
diplomatic uustions and senior army officers. King Hussein, 
the Princes and the s ha rift will accept condolences from 
officiate after the funeral, which will be transmitted live by 
Jordan Television starting al 10 a.m. 
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Jordan goes into mourning 
over passing of Queen Mother 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Jor- 
dan went into mourning 
yesterday over the death 
of Her Majesty Queen 
Zein Al Sharaf, the 
Queen Mother, who pas- 
sed away at a hospital in 
Lausanne, Switzerland 
at the age of 85. 

His Majesty King Hus- 
sein late last evening flew 
the plane carrying the 
body of the late Queen to 
an emotional reception 
attended by members of 
the Royal Family and 
senior government and 
army officials among 
other dignitaries. 

King Hussein, who 
was on a private visit to 
Britain where he under- 
went ear surgery, flew to 
Lansanne along with Her 
Majesty Queen Noor to 
bring the body home. 
Her Royal Highness 
Princess Basma had 
flown to Lansanne on 
Monday when the Queen 
Mother’s condition de- 
teriorated. 

[ An honour guard car- 
ried the Queen’s casket, 
which was draped with 
the Jordanian Bag, as an 
army band phj%9 ,A 0Hr 
funeral salute and flags 
flew at half mast. 


King H ossein escorted Mother, 

the motorcade, which Prime Minister Abdul 

accompanied the ambu- Satan M^jrii, tbe speakers 
lance that carried the of the Upper and Lower 
body of the late Queen Hons « ****** *»d 
from the airport to 

Zahran Palace. His Airport in Marla to receive 
Royal Hig h nes s Crown the body of tbe late Queen. 
Prince Hassan was in the In a to Prince 

ambulance that carried can. King Hussein mourned 

the body of tbe late the Queen Mother as “a 

Queen. Muslim, faithful Hashe- 

' n mite," who was happy with 

Prince Hassan, His hex- sons daughter and 

Royal Hi ghness Prince tamly. 

Mohammad, Their “Her soul joined tbe soul 

Royal Highnesses Prince of our father King Trial,” 
Abdullah, P r in ce Faisal -said the King. “Her metn- 

and Prince Ali and other «y irtl Kye fa onr souls for 

princes and princesses rS® 

°V£ “ IS* 

Royal Family were at the mercy of God and to His 

airport to receive tbe heaven.” 

body of the Queen In a reply cable to King 

The Editor and staff of the Jordan Times deeply 
mourn the passing of 

Her Majesty Queen Zein 

The Queen Mother 

who dedicated her life to her family and country. We 
extend our heartfelt condolences to His Majesty King 
Hussein, Their Royal Highnesses Prince Mohammad, 
Crown Prince Hassan, Princess Basma and the Royal 
Hgdipmitp Family. 

T ltey God Mess her soul 





Hussein, Prince Hassan 
conveyed his condolences 
and those of the Jordanian 
people to the King over the 
passing of the Queen 
Mother. 

King Hussein announced 
a 40-day mourning period 
at the Royal Court and 
Prime Minister Majafi said 
die Kingdom win observe 
an official mourning period 
of seven days during which 
Hags win be at half mast. 
Tbe Kingdom wiH today 
observe a public day of 
mourning. 

In a letter to the King, 
Dr. Mqfali said the Queen 
Mother died after a life fall 
of dedication and generos- 
ity. 

Tbe speakers of Parlia- 
ment, tbe chairman of the 
Joint Chiefs of Staff and 
other senior officiate sent 
letters of condolences to tbe 
King, expressing their grief 
over the late Queen whom 
they described as a mother 
• to aO Jordanians. 

King Hussein received 
cables of condolences from 
beads of state of Arab and 
Muslim countries. Cables 
were sent by Sultan Qaboos 
of Oman, Syrian President 
Hafez Al Assad, Saltan 
Hassanal Bolkiah of 
Brunei, Pakistani President 
Jfaronk Leghari and. Prime. 
Minister Benazir. Bhutto 
and Sndanesc President 
Omar Hassan Al Bashir. 
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Bis Majesty King Hussein kisses the hand of Her Mqjesty Queen Zein Al Sharaf, the Queen Mother, upon his return from the U.S. 
after successful surgery on Sept. 24, 1992 (Bk photo) 




Queen Zein leaves her mark 





I 


Their Majesties King Hussefa and Queen Noor, 
and Her Ratal H ighn ess Princess Basina arrive 
home on Tuesday with the body of Her Majesty 


Queen Zein Al Sharaf, the Queen Motheiywho 
passed away in a hospital fa Lausanne, Switzer- 
land, and are received by BBs Royal H i ghness 


Prince Mohammad, His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan and other members of tbe Royal 
Family (Photos by Yousef Al ’Altai) 


QUEEN Zein Al Sharaf was 
born on Aug. 2, 1908. She 
was married to King Trial 
Ben Abdullah in 1934 and 
was the mother of three 
sons and one daughter: His 
Majesty King Hussein, 
Their Royal Highnesses 
Prince Mohammad, Prince 
Hassan and Princess Bas- 
ma. Then-Crown Prince 
Tala! and Princess Zein 
were involved in the early 
development of Jordan 
under the leadership of tbe 
late- King Abdullah Ben Al 
Hussein. 

The Queen Mother play- 
ed a key role fa the political 
development of the King- 
dom in the early 1950s. in 
the writing of the 1952 Con- 
stitution and fa social de- 
velopment in the country. 

Queen Zein filled a con- 
stitutional vacuum after the 
assassination of King 
Abdallah fa 1951 while the 
newly proclaimed King Tri- 
al was being treated in 
Switzerland and later in tbe 
period between August 
1952 when King Hussein 
was proclaimed Monarch 
and in 1953 when he 
assumed his constitutional 
duties at the age of 18, 
during which a regency 
council was entrusted to 
ran the affairs of the state. 

The Queen’s influence fa 
tbe writing of the 1952 Con- 
stitution ensured that it 
gave fall rights to women. 
The late Queen has been the 
symbol of motherhood, self- 
lessly dedicating her entire 
life to her children and 
country. 

The Queen Mother led 
tbe way for the creation of 
the first women’s union in 
Jordan fa 1944 and was its 

president. 

She was also instrumental 
in establishing the women's 
branch of the Jordan 
National Red Crescent Soci- 
ety fa 1948 and dedicated 
time and effort to the Um Al 
Hussein Orphanage in Am- 
man. 

Queen Zein contributed 
much to social and huma- 
nitarian services in the 
Kingdom and gave particu- 
lar attention to tbe nation’s 
charitable organisations 
and voluntary institutions. 
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B Gazans know more of misery than history 


By Donna Abu Nasr 

Thc Associated Press 

GAZA CITY, Occupied Gaza 
Strip — To most people, 
Gaza’s waterfront is a squalid 
tableau of refugee camps, open 
. sewers and veiled woman rid- 
ing donkey carts. But Said Abu 
Haseera pictures beer- 
guzzling, sun-tan oiled tourists 
cramming beaches or strolling 
by Samson's tomb. 

He and a small band of 
cohorts figure blue skies, blue 
sea, and the footprints of his- 
tory are the makings of a tour- 
ism bonanza once Pales tinian 

seif-rule cures Gaza’s more ob- 
vious ills. 

Other Gazans wonder what 
could lore visitors to a place 
once dubbed ‘Hell’s Riviera,’' 
with not a tourist draw to its 
name. 

‘Td like to build a hotel, but 
I can't decide where because I 
really don't know where the 
historic rains are,’ 1 said 
businessman Nawaf Abdallah. 

About the only well- 
preserved historic site in Gaza 
is a World War I-era foreign 
ceme te ry. Archaeologists can- 
not even agree on whether 
Biblical body builder Samson 
was buried here after bringing 
a temple down on his head. 
And the prevalent local 
celebration is a memorial ser- 
vice for someone slain in 


dashes with Israel. 

Gaza, population almost one 
million, has never had a tourist 
industry, unless you count 
armies stopping on their way to 
attack Egypt or the Holy Land.” 

Samson met his death here 
after his fatal attraction to De- 
lilah, a conniving Philistine 
seductress who robbed him of 
his strength. 

Napoleon is reputed to have 
spent three nights in Gaza City 
(hiring his unsuccessful cam- 
paign to win the Middle East 
from the British. 

About 3,500 British and 
other allies soldiers were killed 
in Gaza in the two world wars. 
A rutted road lined with car 
repair shops leads to the Gaza 
war cemetery, die only well- 
tended public space on the 
strip. 

Every blade of grass is cut, 
and every tombstone sur- 
rounded by flowers. Ibrahim 
Jeradeh, the gardener who has 
maintained the graveyard for 
35 years, was honoured last 
month by Queen Elizabeth. 

Gaza has almost always been 
occupied. Part of the Ottoman 
empire for several centuries 
before World War I, it was 
under British mandate until 
1948, when Egypt took over. 
Israel's occupation started af- 
ter 1967 Middle East war. 

Tourism will be a responsi- 
bility of foe future Palestinian 


autonomy government in Gaza 
and the West ’Bank; town of 
Jericho, expected to take con- 
trol next month. Palestinians 
have formed a tourism com- 
mittee in Jerusalem, but it is 
hot a high priority. 

Committee members say 
baric problems must be solved 
first— like getting hundreds of 
thousands of residents out of 
cramped refugee hovels, re- 
paving roads, and building a 
sewage system. 

Archaeological digs could 
jun into problems with a cash- 
starved population that knows 
more about misery than his- 
tory. 

“We're afraid that - once 
we’ve convinced foe people of 

the importance of these places, 
they will plunder them,” said 
Mohammad Sadeq, a Palesti- 
nian archaeologist 

Archaeologists say there are 
at least 67 histone sites in 
Gaza, including 15 ancient 
buildings, a Greek Orthodox 
church dating to 425, an 8th 
century mosque, two Turkish 
baths and dozens of Ottoman 
houses. 

All are in an advanced state 
of decay. Political graffiti obse- 
cures the crumbling walls of 
the church and mosques. The 
tiny gold bazaar stinks. A T- 
shnt vendor’s wares cover the 
snail domed building known 


as Samson’s tomb. 

Other obstacles to tourism 
indude no airport, no tourist 
buses, no car rental agencies, 
no guide books, no brochures 
no postcards, no movie 
theatres and not much shop- 
ping. 

Muslim fundamentalists 
banned women from swim- 
ming in bathing suits in 1978, 
and dosed the last restaurant 
serving liquor 10 years later. 

The only map used m the 
strip is issued by the U.N. 
Relief and Works Agency to 
help drivers weave through an 
explosive mix of 19 Jewish 
settlements and eight Palesti- 
nian refugee camps. 

At their most optimistic, 
economists think it will be at 
least five years before Gaza 
attracts even the most intrepid 
tourists. 

But aspiring tourism mag- 
nates are unfazed. 

With the approval of Islamic 
activists, Mr. Abu Haseera 
obtained a municipal liquor 
license for non-Muslim tip- 
plers, found ibefijr-dancere- . to 
perform at his restaurant, and 
contracted two Chinese cou- 
ples to serve in Gaza’s first 
ethnic restaurant. 

“With peace everything is 
possible,” he said. “Tourists, 
beet, belly-dancers and 

b ikinis. ” 


Kuwaitis urged to study 
Saudi security links 


KUWAIT (R) — A Kuwaiti 
member of parliament (MP) 
said on Monday foe emirate 
should consider forging com- 
mon foreign, defence and oil 
policies with neighbour Saudi 
Arabia. 

“Let's talk about unity in 
specific fields, in oil policy, in 
‘defence — one army, or at 
least one army leadership — 
and in foreign policy,” Islamist 
MP Mubarak AI Duwaflah said 
in an interview with Reuters. 

“In this case we should gain 
because we should be part of & 
big country,’’ the opposition 
politician said. “Our friends 
are the same as foe Saudis' 
friends. Their friends are our 
friends.” 

Kuwaitis nervous about for- 
mer occupier Iraq sometimes, 
privately discuss strengthening' 
links with large neighbour' 
Saudi Arabia, their chief Arab 
ally during Baghdad’s 1990-91 
occupation, as a possible secur- 
ity option. Few mention foe 
possibility publicly. 

Mr. Duwailah said he was 
not suggesting political union, 
an idea foal would be as con- 
tentions in the Gulf oil-export- 
ing emirate of 1.5 million peo- 
ple as in any other country. 

But he said increased coor- 
dination and cooperation in 
the three policy fields in a 
confederal system would help 
Kuwait survive in a region that 
was likely to continue to be 


unstable. 

“Confederation does not 
mean unity.” be said. 

“Problems (in foe region) 
will keep going. In this situa- 
tion it is difficult for small 
states to exist, and we must do 
something for our future.” 

Kuwait and Saudi Arabia 
are members of foe Gulf Coop- 
eration Council (GCC), a 12- 
year-old economic and military 
alliance of six-thinly-populated 
but economically important 
states. 

But the GCC, which also 
includes the United Arab Emi- 
rates, Oman,, Qatar and 
Bahrain, has had limited suc- 
cess in resolving regional dis- 
putes or border rows between 
its members or in building a 
common defence force. 

Kuwaiti Foreign Ministry 
Under-Secretary Suleiman Al 
Shaheen said in a speech ear- 
lier this month a confederation 
or a “merger” might be a 
viable option for any two GCC 
states wanting to boost secur- 
ity. 

Mr. Duwailah, a member of 
thd Islamic Constitutional 
Movement, Kuwait’s version' 
of foe Muslim ^Brotherhood, 
chairs a parliamentary commit- 
tee that works for the return of 
hundreds of Kuwaitis believed 
by Kuwait, despite Iraqi de- 
nials, to still be held by 
Baghdad. 


Detained Iranian writer 
said to have ‘confessed’ 


NICOSIA (AP) — Ali Akbar 
Saidi-Siijaru, a dissident Ira- 
nian writer arrested last 
month, was being held on . 
charges ranging from sodomy 
to links with “anti-revolution- 
ary elements” abroad, an Ira- 
nian intelligence ministry offi- 
cial has said. 

Musavi Nejad, director 

g sneral for national security at 
an’s intelligence ministry, 
told reporters in Tehran Sun- 
day that Mr. Saidi-Sirjani had 
been arrested along with an 
“accomplice,'’ whom he identi- 
fied as Niazi Kermani. 

He said: “Both of them have 
confessed to their acts.” 

Mr. Nejad, whose comments 
were carried Monday by foe 
state-run Islamic Republic 
News Agetuy (IRNA), said 
Mr. Saidi-Sirjani and Mr. Niazi 
also confessed to drug-related 
charges and admitted involve- 
ment with foe' Savak, .foe secret 
police of foe fete Shah Moham- 
mad Reza Pahlavrr‘wbo**ras 
ousted by foe 1979 Islamic 
revolution. 

He said foe two men had 
received “substantial amounts 
of foreign funds.” 

Shortly after his disappear- 
ance, an Iranian newspaper 
reported that Mr. Saidi-Sirjani 
had been arrested on drug- 
related charges and for alcohol 
consumption. 

His March 14 arrest coin- 


id with a mounting cam- 
jSaign against opponents, at a 
time when the regime is getting 
increasingly nervous with a 
string of bomb attacks and 
assassination attempts against 
foe ruling clerics. 

Last Fnday, a lone gunman 
shot and wounded Abaie 
* Khorassani, a clergyman in the 
eastern city of Mashhad. 

Mr. Nejad blamed foe Iraq- 
based Mujahedeen-e-Khalq, 
the largest Iranian opposition 
group, for foe attack. 

last month, foe New York- 
based human rights organisa- 
tion, Human Rights Watch, 
appealed to Ir anian Interior 
Minister Ali Mohammad 
'Besharatii to investigate Mr. 
Saifo-Sirjani’s case. 

It said in a letter to Mr. 
Besharati that Mr. Saidi-Sir- 
jani was picked up from his 
Tehran home by the anti-vice 
squad after his wife was shown 
a blank, arrest' warrant and 
given no inf Jlmation about the 
reason for her husband’s 
arrest. 

Human Rights Watch said it 
understood that Mr. Kermani, 
a little-known poet and an 
associate of Mr. Saidi-Sirjani 
who had met the writer on the 
day of his disappearance, may 
also have been detained. 

It said Mr. Kermani's where- 
abouts and the motive for his 
' arrest were likewise unknown. 


Syrian businessman’s ventures questioned 


PORTLAND (AP) — A for- 
mer convenience store owner 
re p or te dly has won a contract 
to build a S250 milli on fertiliser 
plant in Syria with the backing 
of some major U.S. com- 
panies, despite failing at smal- 
ler ventures in Oregon. 

Elie Mouakad had 
permission from Syria to 
a Disney-stylc theme park but 
found the Damascus govern- 
ment was more interested in an 
industrial plant, the Business 
Journal weekly said. 

Mr. Mouakad hopes the fer- 
tiliser plant will bring up to $75 
minion in contracts to Oregon 
companies, improve U.S.- 
Syrian relations and pave foe 
way for his proposed Damas- 
cus Magic World Park. 

But some who have worked 
with Him are sceptical and say 
foe plan may be just another. 


empty promise to investors. 

The Business Journal said 
Mr. Mouakad has traded 
heavily on his political connec- 
tions to former Governor Vic 
Atiyeh, a cousin to Mr. 
Mouakad’* ex-wife, and De- 
nny Smith, a former congress- 
man now seeking the Republi- 
can nomination for governor. 

Mr. Smith is vice chairman 
of Makad International Ltd., 
known as Makad group, foe 
bolding company that is a play 
on the spelling of Mr. 
Mouakad's name. Mr. 
Mouakad is chamnan^ 

“He’s a very good sales- 
man,” Mr. Smith said. But he 
added: “I haven’t seen any 
money made yet.” 

The weekly said extensive 
interviews and public records 
show that during foe last 15 
years, Mr. Mouakad has 


formed and dissolved several 
companies, gone through 
bankruptcy twice, lost ms 
borne to foreclosure, failed to 
pay numerous creditors and 
investors, and lost sexual 
harassment lawsuits. . . 

Betty Hoel, 53, and her 
mother. Hazel Cunningham, 
invested $75,000 in Mr. 
Mouakad’s Tecorp Interna- 
tional Trading Company in the 
fete 1980s. It was tins last they 
saw of their money. 

Ms. Hbcl also worked as an 
office manager for Mr. 
Mouakad but was never paid 
for a year’s work, except for 
two S500 expense - cheques, 
she said. 

“He was going to pay me 
$1,500 a month,” Ms. Hoel 
said. “I never saw ft.” 

Mr. Mouakad formed hh 
first Oregon co mpan y, Arab 


American Corporation, with 
cash from foe 1980 sale of a 
Portland convenience store be 
and his wife had bought with 
loans from Mr. Kafirs rela- 
tives. 

The company was dissolved 
'a couple of years later, and the 
Mr. Mouakads’ home fen into 
foreclosure. They later di- 
vorced. 

Makad officials disclosed the 
$1.1 million purchase of an 
apartment complex in 1992. 
Sources familiar with foe deal 
said Mr. Mouakad overpaid 
for the apartments, which fell 
into foreclosure last year, the 
Business Journal said. 

Mr. Mouakad also has prop- 
osed shipping holstein bulls to 
China, mushrooms to Japan 
and a nail plant to Tonga. 
None of those deals ever 
materialised, fob newspaper 
said. ' — 


Palestinian collaborators 
prepare to move to Israel 


FAHMA, occupied West Bank 
(R) — Palestinian collabor- 
ators Irving in tins poverty- 
stricken vufage say dozens of 
them received Israeli identity 
cards this month and arepre- 
to move to Israel when 
self-rule starts. 

They confirmed Israeli press 
reports that Israel was plan- 
ning to protect Palestinians 
who spied for its security forces 
by allowing them to move to 
Israel after foe Palestine li- 
beration Organisation (PLO) 
refused to guarantee their safe- 
ty under self-rule. 

Israel built up' huge spy net- 
works in the occupied territor- . 
ies to break foe Palestinian 
uprising. Hundreds of them 
live in isolated villages under 
Israeli protection, but many 
more suspected collaborators 
still live among the Arab 
population. 

The Israeli human rights 
group Betselem says between 
700-900 Palestinians accused of 
collaborating have been killed 
by their own people since foe 
Palestinian uprising against 
■Israel erupted in 1987. 

Suspicions of outsiders and 
armed to foe teeth, most of the 
collaborators of Fahma said 
they had happily taken np an 
offer by Israel s intelligence 
agencies of a new life in Israel. 

“Fm an Israeli, not a Palesti- 
nian since Israel has welcomed 
me and my family,” said Sati 
Sharqawi, 27. “We will all be 
loyal soldiers for Israel. My 
people oppressed me. I was 
not Dom a spy, they made me 
i nto one. ” 

Mr. Sharqawi, originally 
from the town of Jenin, said he 
was recruited to work for Israel 
while serving an eight-year jail 
sentence for activities as a sup- 
porter of PLO Chairman Yas- 
ser Arafat’s Fateh faction. 

He said six of his family had 
been forced to leave their 
homes when it became known . 
he was a collaborator. Israel 
had also agreed to allow them 
and their ramifies to move, he 
said. 

Residents said foe whole vil- 
lage of about 250 people was 


expected to decamp to five in 
Israel. Twenty-nine collabor- 
ators and their families had so 
far got papers to move to Israel 
ana the remaining 53 families 
were expected to get them 
soon. 

Nafie Jabr, 30, said he would 
move as soon as a Palestinian 
self-rule authority arrived in 
• Gaza and Jericho. Israeli and 
FLO negotiators are frying to 
wrap up an agreement in Cairo 
now and self-rule could 'start 
within a few weeks. 

“I don't think the authority 
■ can control the behaviour of 
the Palestinian street, which 
has never known any disci- 
pline. We cannot just sit quiet 
when they want to kill us, he 1 
said. 

He said Israeli authorities 
had asked them where they 
would like to five and work 
inside the Jewish state. Small 
communities of Palestinian col- 
laborators already live near Tel 
Aviv. 

The settlement they now live 
in is a run-down army camp. 
Just opposite foe entrance, an 
Israeli army post monitors foe 
main road. 

Most houses are one or two- 
room concrete bungalows with 
. sparse furnishings. There is no 
telephone, ana electricity is 
often cat off. A school on site 
makes sure children do not 
have to leave the camp, catting 
contact with the surrounding 
Palestinian population to a 

minimum . 

Collaborators rarely leave 
home without at least a pistol 
and sourc of them have semi- 
automatic rifles. 

Israel has several times 
pressed foe PLO to pardon 
collaborators but foe PLO has 
so far refused. Israeli reports 
on Monday said cottaboiatois in 
a village in Gaza had al4o been 
given Israeli identity cards and 
can move inside Israel. 

The two main Palestinian 
factions, Fateh and Hamas, « 
last week announced a month's 
moratorium on the killing of- 
collaborators. But such Tulls 
are short-lived and dozens of 
suspected collaborators are 
tortured and killed every year. 


CIA fears Islamic 
takeover of Egypt 


The Sunday Times 

AMERICAN iutdfigence offi- 
cials believe the danger of 
Egypt faffing to Islamic fun- 
damentalists is increasing 
rapidly. 

A senior State Department . 
official said last week the coun- 
try was “only one bullet away 
from anarchy and revolution” 
— a reference to the vulner- 
ability of President Hosni 
Mubarak to assassination. 

The latest American intelli- . 

assessment was pre pare d 
tire CIA in the aftermath of 
Hebron massacre, when a 
Jewish settler killed 30 Arabs 
in a mosque on the Israeli- 
occupied West Bank in Febru- 
ary. The study says the mas- 
sacre and increasing tension in' 
Israel have fuelled foe fun- 
damentalist fire in Egypt. 

“There has been a huge in- ' 
crease in foe number of subve- 
sives and recruits that have 
bean rallying to foe cause,” 
said an administration official. 

Earlier this month a bomb 
was thrown at a car carrying 
General Rauf Khayrat, die 
second-in-command of the 
state security services, who was 
killed. Khayrat was one of the 
officials leading the hunt for Al 
Gamaa Al Manriya, die Tala- ' 
mic Group which claimed re- 
sponsibility for the bombing. 
-Last week, ft killed a senior 
officer in Assyut, the southern 
city at the c en tre of the revolt. 

Tbe mifitants have lolled 360 


people,' indudmg 132 potioe^ 
men, . ‘finds tiuty declared -war 
on foe government in March 
1992. They have also lolled 
eight tourists, sufficient to 
halve the tourist trade and 
worsen already serious econo- 
mic problems. 

Some officials fear that 
Egypt will fefi in a line of 
dominoes tri ggere d ly Algeria, 
where the fltilftaiy go vernm ent 
is trying by both force and 
negotiation to slave off an Isla- 
mic revolution. Analysts lend 
to agree that the Egyptian gov- 
eminent has not responded 
a dequa te ly to its crisis. It has 
cracked down in huge sweeps 
through areas where militants 
are believed to live and many 
alleged te r ror ists have been 
lolled. There have also been 
widespread allegations of the 
routine use of torture. 

However, Mubarak’s dose 
advisers, who see their own 
power being weakened by the 
fandamoitatists, have advised 
him to adopt an even tougher 
policy. He has dismissed the 
terrorists as troublemakers 
who have no su p port within 
titw com m u nity . 

Some Western diplomats 
aruge that the terrorists are 
• so- 


omcials. They argue that 
Mubarak has done nothing to 
tackle the social ills that give 
the t er ro ris ts some credibility 
and that unless be does so, he 
will fefi. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Canada wants to sell Kuwait warships 

<mw AIT ( AP) - wants to sell naval vessels andBght 

KUWAIT (Ar) Kuwait. Ottawa s international trade 
annoured vc ^es to J^hLve an interest in providingnaval 

B,, ^hSiiBVv“ Roy MacLaien told report*™ 
vessels to the Kirarain rra y, ? crown prince and our 

at 

1990 invasion is buying more than 200 wamor armourai 
built W GKN. The Warrior made its comb* 
drtmdurtathel^l Gulf war. But the army is beh««Uo be 
some 100 light annoured vehate. , 

Lebanon unions postpone banned protest 

RFrairr no — Lebanon’s General Labour ^Confederation 
SK^bSced dowufo a war of wills with foe government- 
^ ind efi nitely a banned demonstration on Tues- 

Sj ffiSS The CGTL aid in . snrt™«t 
S^dyaLr midnight the decision to P«tpo* ' 

gewernment headquar^v^madeto ^ » 

suppre ssi on operation. As foe CGTL ; 

nffirtak were having talks with Interior Minister Becnara 

newsoaoers said Mr. Merhej contacted the CGTL and 
SSto^npose a curfew on Tuesday if « ^ 
Sfos^ead wifotbe march. Tbcpo^ncrnicm app^r^te 
be avictory for a government getting tough 
The CGTL called the protest after saying foe government 
SdcttaSed on a pay pact last December. The gewanment; 

has refused to authorise street protests for the past 10 months. 

Irish defence minister visits Tehran 

NICOSIA (AP) — Irish Defence Minister David Andrews 
met in Tehran Monday with Iran’s top leaders and called I fcr 
closer cooperation between Ireland and the Islamic Republic, . 
The Islamic Republic News Agency, IRNA, monitored In 
Cyprus, said that a meeting with President Hashemi Ranan- 
iarn, Mr. Andrews proposed that a letter of understanding be 
signed between Iran and Ireland to promote ties. Mr. 
Andrews told Iran’s parliament speaker. Air Akbar Natoq- 
Nouri, that Iran could dispatch students to -Inland to. take 
advantage of his country’s technological expertise, IRNA 
reported. Mr. Nateq-Nouri, in turn, said Iran was ready to 
exchange expertise in forestry, fishing, as well as jetty and step 
building In a meeting with Mr. Andrews, Foreign Monger 
Ali Akbar Velayati said there were ample grounds fof_ 
cooperation between foe two countries, said IRNA. 

Sudan publisher ousted from Assembly 

KHARTOUM (AP) Sudan's parliament adopted a resolu- 
tion Monday urging dismissal of Mahjoub Orwa, editor and 
publisher of a banned newspaper, as a member of the 
appointed parliament. The move followed state televisions ■ 
showing Saturday of an interrogation of Mr. Orwa by men 
offscreen over his contacts with a foreign government. 
Members of the Transitional National Council sent a recom- 
mendation for Mr. Orwa’s dismissal to military ruler Outer 
Hassan Al Bashir, who appointed the 300 members of fob 
parliament, - foe official Sudan News Agency reported; Mr. 
Orwa, whose Al Sudani international was Sudan’s mtiy. 
independent daily, is being questioned about “commonicaM® 
with foreign agencies to' disrupt stability and peace in Sudan,- \ 
Egypt’s Middle East News Aj^ttyrcported. Mr. Orwa, who; 
appeared shaky and confused on television, admitted to 
possession of messages exc h a n ged [with officials in Saudi Arabia 
on his efforts to press freedom few in Sudan. Mr. Orwa’s 
newspaper was dosed three weeks a go after ft carried articles - 
critical of tile Bashir government and its Islamic orientation 
and calling for the separation of southern Sudan. The, 
Sudanese South has been involved in a 10-year dvil war with 
the government General Bashir signed the closure of Mr. . 
Orwa’s newspaper. Before Gen. Bashir seized power in a June 
1989 bloodless coup, Sudan had a relatively free press. 

Moroccans vote in replay elections 

RABAT (AFP) About 70,000 voters in Morocco were set 
to vote Tuesday m a partial replay of last year’s legislative and 
local elections. The vote concerns 14 parliamentary and 209 
local, council seals where in all but one case foe outcome of 
elections held last June and September was invalidated on the ’ 
grounds of irregularities. The single exception is a by-election 
to .replace a deputy who died. A total of 86 candidates are 
going after the 14 parliamentary seats though the election will 

J lw S£ tda,in * “ajonty of the right and 
centre-right m die 333-seat assembly. 

Chadians, Libyans set pullout timetable ^ 

NDJAMENA (AFP) — Chadian and Libyan military officers 
have seta timetable for Libyan withdrawal from the disputed 
Aouzou Strip in northernmost Chad by May 30, foe presi- 
denfs office said here Monday. Dates for a pullout from five 
localities were worked ont in Aouzou township on Sunday bv 
the two sides, with U.N. observers in attendance, foe 
fgvero^nt smd. Libya ^occupied I foe semi-desert territoiy in. 

“ the *"0 countries fought a number of wars over it. 
Both sides are carrying out mine-clearing operations while. 
I£^a remove its military garrison and civilian administrative 
staff. The strip is believed to contain significant deposits of 
jnamumand mangnese. Libya is leaving foUowingVnSfry 
foem^afaonal Court of Justice al foe Hague in Ffebroaiy 
confirming Chadian sovereignty. * 


JORDAN TELEVISION 

Td: 773111-19 

PROGRAMME TWO 

1738 Ordy 

18.-08 N.B.A. spent 

1938 Nevfsiu French 

19:15 ........ Lc Journal De L’Histoirc 

1938 ..... News in Hebrew 

1*45 

Greet Moments in Science & Technol- 
ogy 

2fcM News in Arabic 

2838 Too Close for Comfort 

21*5 TbeBestof Magic 

2130 The tyo»Wom»e Thirties 

22*8 News in English 

2238 PoWark 

PRAYER HUBS 

8437 Fbft 

QJ37 (Sunrise) Oulu 

itn Dhuhr 

16:12 - "A® 1 

19:16 Maghreb 

28*8 'Mu 

CHURCHES 

SL M8ty oT NuRth Chorcb Swdtkh. 
TeL 810740 

Assemblies of God Church, Tel. 
632785. 

SL Joseph Chun* TeL 624590. 
Church «f the Auouudutisn Td. 

63744a 

De la Sufic Church Tel. 661757 


Tcrruwmcti anarch Tel: 622366 
Church of the Anuadutten Td. 
623541. 

AagBam Chart* TeL 630851. TeL 
628543. 

Armenian CaUwllc Church Tel. 
771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church Tel. 
775261. 

St. Ephraim Church Td. 771751. 
Amman Church TeL 

652526. 

EmgeBed Lutheran Chard Tel: 

824328. 

GeruuuHpcuklBg EnufeUed Coo- 
grcgatloa Td: 684195 

Tbe Ckardi of Jen* Chrk of Latter- 
Day Saiuls Td. 654932 
Church of Naareae Td.675691. 

The ErengAd Load Church fa An- 
nan 

TeL 811295 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


BuUetiusx^pSed by tiie Department of 
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MmJMax. temp. 
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“W Jored her veiy much and we win miss her.” Her Majesty Queen Zdn Al Sharaf , the Queen Mother, with boys of the Dm Al Hussein Orphanage 


iw-gfj h;t |iT| 1 1 ritlri^Sm 


[By Rana Hosseini 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — “She was a lov- 
ixg mother. She was so kind, 
& generous. She always gave 
I g everything we wanted. We 
rill miss her. very much,'* 
aid 12-year-old Samir Abu 
Iweik, a student at Um Al 
lussein Orphanage. 

The 150 boys of the 
uphanage were deeply sad- 
dened Tuesday to hear of the 
lassing of Her Majesty 
2ueen Zein Al Sharaf. 

The Queen Mother was the 
lonorary president of the 
Jm Al Hussein Orphanage, 


A mother to all 


which was originally estab- 
lished as the Jordanian 
Orphanage in 1951. Since 
taking on her role there in 
1965, Queen Zein paid undi- 
vided attention to the care, 
education and happiness of 
the orphans who range in age 
from six to 18. 

Hamdan Eneizat, a first- 
grade teacher at the orphan- 
age, was preparing a speech 
for the commencement ex- 
cercises to gradoate the 
orphanage's senior class 
when he was brought the sad 
news. 

“I had just brought the 
speech to the principal and be 


told me of the Queen 
Mother's passing.’* Grief- 
stricken, Mr. Eneizat went 
back to his class to break the 
news to the children. 

The younger ones, he said, 
kept asking “where did our 
mother go." "To heaven,” he 
would reply. 

The older boys wept, said 
Mr. Eneizat. The teachers 
spent the afternoon comfort- 
ing the children, who could 
not help but remember that 
Mother's Day was only a 
short month ago. 

To these children. 
Mother's Day was always the 
best day of the year. The 


boys would dress in their 
smart uniforms and set off to 
the Raghadan Palace for a 
very special gathering with 
the Queen Mother. 

“Every Mother’s Day 
Queen Zein would greet each 
and eveTy one of us, give us a 
gift and then spend time talk- 
ing to us about bow impor- 
tant it is to study so that we 
would grow up to have a 
good life," said Kifah 
Teiyera, a ninth grader. 

“I feel like every other 
orphan does ... now I’m an 
orphan again ... I lost my 
mother again,” said Kifah. 


The sense of loss and sor- 
row was felt by all at Um Al 
Hussein Orphanage. All the 
boys sat quietly with sullen 
faces and many tears. 

As the symbol of mother- 
hood, Queen Zein gave the 
children the feeling of be- 
longing. She was warm and 
tender and instilled in them 
the security of having a fami- 
ly. It is very difficult for such 
children to so suddenly lose 
the compassion and source of 
hope that the Queen Mother 

§ ave them, said Ismail 
weidan, a third grade 
teacher. 



Her Majesty Queen Zein Al Sharaf 


S. Africans vote in embassy in Amman Queen Mother’s body flown home 


• . By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 
AfcfMAN — Eight South Afri- 
cas living in Jordan cast their- 
vees in their country’s first 
mifi racial elections, one 
th;m,..tutqing .up at the., 
manshift polling booth at tfyen? 
contry’s diplomatic mission " 
oprating out of a hotel room 
in xroman half an hour before 
votig started to ensure that 
shecould vote. 

bur of the voters were 
emiassy staff, headed by the 
chif of mission, Anthony B. 
Grp nham, who holds the rank 
of oaxge d’affaires. Others in- 
clued Mrs. Greenham, two 
to lists and one of three South 
A frans who are permanent 
residents in Jordan, Mr. 
Grenham told the Jordan 
Tubs. 

’ CF the three South African 
natinals, all of them women 
mailed to Jordanians and reg- 
isteed with the Jordanian 
Mint try of Interior, only one 
ramd up to vote. 


One of the visitors, a 
woman, was “so enthusiastic to 
vote that she called up Monday 
night to ensure that she could 
■ exercise her right to vote,” said 
, Mr. Greenham. “She turned 
’ up atC-tbq mission five, minutes- 
to seven so that she could still 
leave on her trip to Petra,” he 
said. 

The day’s voting was moni- 
tored by an official delegated 
by the Independent Electoral 
Commission, Mr. Greenham 
said. 

The ballot box was to be 
sealed and packed along with 
unused ballot papers in the 
monitor's presence and sent by 
courier to South Africa im- 
mediately after voting closed at 
7 p.m. 

The South African mission is 
operating out of the Forte 
Grand Hotel pending the 
availability of a suitable build- 
ing, Mr. Gieeoham said. 

Mr. Greenham declined 
comment when asked bow 
many of the voters here were 


black. "We don't do that any- 
more in South Africa,” be 
said, referring to the end of the 
apartheid that has come to end 
in his coimtty. ~ _ . 

“If you insist, you. could say 

Wf^white,. beJtpldjj^e Jor- 
dan Times. 

It was believed that two of 
the eight voters were black. . 

Of tiie three registered n on- 
diplomatic South Africans Iiv-. 
rag in Jordan, two are of Asian 
origin — described in South 
Africa as coloured in the apar- 
theid days. The other, who 
turned up to vote — is white. 

Mr. Greenham said be was 
not aware of any Jordanian 
who is a permanent resident in 
South Africa. “But it is quite 
possible,” he said, noting that 
South African-Jordanian rela- 
tions have picked up and trade 
ties were improving in the 
wake of the establishment of 
diplomatic relations between 
Amman and Pretoria last year! 

Mr. Greenham deplored the 


election violence that plagued 
his country. "It is a shame,” be 
said, “they are killing innocent 
people for no reason.” 

There- is an irreversible pro- 
cess of change under way in the 
country and those who turned 
to ^btCnc© -4or- whatever 
reason do not seem to have 
been able to comprehend it, he 
said. 

Thousands have died in poli- 
tical violence since President 
F.W. de Klerk moved to re- 
move the last remnants of ra- 
cial segregation and organise 
the country's fust multi-racial 
elections. 

At least 24 people were lul- 
led in three bombings in South 
Africa on Monday and Tues- 
day. International agency re- 
ports indicated that whites 
from the Afrikaner community 
who resented being forced to 
share power with the blacks or 
feared losing their edge in an 
equal-opportunity post- 
apartheid South Africa were 
behind the bombings. ' 


Israel-PLO autonomy agreement further delayed 


(Omtinned Cram page 10 ) 


optias for the election system, 
differ nt models, by propor-. 
tion a- mixed. It will be super- 
vised by 22 nations, so it will be 
totallj democratic.” 

DrlErakat added that any 
Palesfnian, from within the 
occ^ded territories, can vote 
or for office. 

Bs said be had opened talks 
onTthe preparations with 
Pafetinian opponents of the 


autonomy deal, but declined to 
elaborate. 

“The opposition has the full 
right to know what we are 
doing, to have a say in it.” 

In Paris, Israeli Finance 
Minister Avraham Shohat and 
PLO negotiator Ahmad 
Qouriea met for nearly three 
hours early on Tuesday to try 
to bridge the gap on future 
economic ties between self- 
governing Palestinian areas 
and Israel. 

“The meeting was pretty 


constructive,” said Israeli de- 
legation spokesman Arik Cording 
following the session which 


following the session which 
began late on Monday and 
carried on into early Tuesday. 

“They listed points that will 
be dealt with during this round 
of talks and discussed bow to 
handle donor pledges,” Mr. 
Gordin said. 

The Paris discussions are 
taking place parallel to sepa- 
rate talks between Israel and 
the PLO in Cairo. 

Mr. Gordin said on Monday 


the economic talks had so far 
not been very successful while 
Mr. Shohat said before leaving 
Israel the Palestinians might 
have to begin self-rule with 
Israel still in control of their 
economy. 

But Mr. Gordin said on 
Tuesday that after Mr. Shohal 
and Mr. Qouriea met, experts 
from both sides broke up into 
specialised sub-groups to press 
ahead with separate discus- 
sions on such ropics as customs 
and insurance. * — 


,‘N£> Yemeni war or partition’ Serbs continue withdrawal 


j - Continued from page 10) 

! brogbt the Islamist Islah party 

! ' intoche coalition government. 
• ' M. Basendwa said the crisis 
wasb “power struggle follow- 
{ mg he elections. It will affect 
j the fSP and the way out of it 
f will Intail the YSP sacrificing 
[ sotnepf its hawks who advocate 


Tbl GPC and YSP signed a 
recomliation accord in Jordan 
in Fejruaiy providing for poli- 
tical, economic, military and 
adminstrative reforms. 

. OnV hours after the signing, 
rival krmy units clashed in 
northjm and southern parts of 
Yemqi. _____ 


Egypt and the United Arab 
Emirates are currently mediat- 
ing in the Yemeni crisis. 

An envoy of Egyptian Presi- 
dent Hosni Mubarak left for 
home on Tuesday at the end of 
a 10-day visit and said media- 
tion efforts were continuing. 

Political sources said Egypt 
would like to have concrete 
guarantees from Mr. Saleh and 
Mr. Beidh before hosting a 
summit meeting between them 
in Cairo. 

“What is best about the 
Egyptian initiative is that Cairo 
does not want to call for the 
summit before assurances it 
will be a success,” Mr. Basend- 
wa said. 


*| 25 k killed in plane crash 

{ ? I (Continued from page 10) 


{ 9:18 p.m. (1118 GMT), offi- 
i cals said. 

1 i“When IWA to the plane, u 

5 leaked so bad that I thought 
\ everyone must have died, 
sSd Takahide Miyagi, a 


Nagoya district assistant fire 
chief. 

“But then I heard a woman 
calling in pain for help and I 
-called for a stretcher and we 
rescued her," he said. 


(Continued from page 10) 

and in Bosnia respectively, 
gave a run-down of the 
Goiazde situation to NATO’s 
military committee comprising 
chiefs of staff. 

“It looks promising at the 
moment but it's a fluid situa- 
tion." the German chief of 
staff, Gen. Klaus Naum arm, 
said after the meeting. 

UNPROFOR spokesman 
Willi ams underlined that the 
deadline was "very, very 
firm." 

In London, diplomats from a 
newly-formed “contact group” 
concluded their first meeting 
promising to travel to Bosnia 
"shortly” to meet with the 
warring factions, the Foreign 
Office said. 

“They agreed the priority 
was to try to restore momen- 
tum to the peace process,” said 
a spokesman. “They still ex- 
plore urgently the prospects 
for a cessation of hostilities and 
engaging the parties in negotia- 
tions about a settlement.” 

The spokesman said the 


seven-member contact group 
would conduct it s work “with- 
in the remit given by the Euro- 
pean Union and the United 
Nations" and would travel 
“shortly” to Bosnia, but did 
not elaborate. 

The contact group includes 
three delegates representing 
the United Nations and the 
European Union and two each 
from the United States and 
Russia. 

U.S. Secretary of State War- 
ren Christopher and British 
counterpart Douglas. Hurd 
announced the creation of the 
contact group here Monday 
after a day of meetings they 
had with French Foreign 
Minister Alain Jupee and Rus- 
sian special envoy Vitaly Chur- 
kin. 

Serbs have won control of 
large pieces of the 200-square- 
kilometre enclave, a U.N.- 
declared "safe area” that is 
home to about 65,000 residents 
and refugees. 

The Bosnian Serb military 
says its forces captured 170 
square kilometres. 



Hs Royal Highness Prince Mohammad. His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan, other members of the Royal Family and 
senior officials on Tuesday receive Their Majesties King 
Hussein and Queen Noor upon their arrival bringing home the 


body of Her Majesty Queen Zein Al Sharaf. the Queen Mother, 
who passed away in a hospital in Lausanne, Switzerland (Petra 
photo) 
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Loss for the nation 


THE PASSING of Her Majesty Queen 
Zein A1 Sharaf, the Queen Mother, 
yesterday has been and will continue to 
be deeply mourned by all Jordanians. 
Not only was she the mother of our 
leader His Majesty King Hussein but 
also a Hashemite who made a lasting 
contribution towards shaping the destiny 
of the country throughout the past five 
decades. Right from the start when the 
Late King Abdullah was assassinated in 
1951 at a very critical period in the life of 
the Kingdom, the late Queen helped 
steer the country through the difficult 
transitionary period between the reign of 
King Abdullah, the founder of the King- 
dom, and that of King Hussein. 
Throughout that period and beyond, 
Her Majesty’s unflinching support and 
wise counsel to the young monarch was 
critical to the success of the march and to 
the stability and well-being of the coun- 
try as a whole. The history of Jordan will 
accord the Queen Mother a special place 
in its annals, not only because she gave 
birth to a bora leader and a beloved 
king, but also because she was in her 
own right a Hashemite lady who made 
sacrifice in silence and lived to be an 
example for others. For all those who 
were privileged enough to know her 
well, she exemplified majesty in every 
sense of the word in dealing with issues 
and people. There was always time in the 
late Queen’s life for charity, the needy 
and tine handicapped, especially to the 
orphaned children of Jordan. There 
were countless occasions when the 
Queen Mother sponsored activities in 
order to support those among us who 
needed. help even when her health was 
failing. Her efforts in this regard will not 
be easily forgotten. 

Jordan today Is even more united 
behind His Majesty the King, His Royal 
Highness the Crown Prince an<i the 
entire Royal Family in their bereave- 
ment and time of sorrow. There is in 
every Jordanian home a sense of loss and 
sadness that they deeply share with their 
leader, the ever compassionate father of 
this nation. 


JORDANIAN DAILIES commented Tuesday on the U.S. 
acceptance of Jordan’s proposal to replace the sea inspection 


By Nicholas Doughty 
Reufer 


M. KAHIL 


BRUSSELS — For the 
second time in two days. Bos- 
nian Serbs have openly de- 
fied the terras of a NATO 
ultimatum over Gorazde — 
although the slaughter in the 
Bosnian enclave has stopped 
and U.N, forces are now de- 
ployed there. 

The question is whether 
the United Nations and 
NATO have therefore, suc- 
ceeded in their relief mission, 
or damaged their own credi- 
bility even further by failing 
to launch promised air strikes 
against Serb forces. 


Paradoxically, the answer 
may be that Both are true. 

NATO and U.N. officials 
say the most important thing 
was to stop the onslaught on 
Gorazde, which has claimed 
hundreds of lives in recent 
days despite the fact that it is 
one of six mainly Muslim 
U.N. -designated “safe areas" 
in Bosnia. 

With U.N. troops in the 
town, evacuation of the 
.wounded can begin and aid 
can flow. 

“We threatened air strikes 
around Gorazde to achieve a 
dear aim — an end to the 
killing — and that's all that 
matters," said one alliance 
source, who asked not to be 
identified. 

“We never wanted just to 
bomb the Serbs to make 
ourselves feel better. We 
have achieved our aim." 

But the fact remains that 
the Western allies, already 
under fire for failing to take a 
tougher line in the two-year 
war, made threats to " use 
force and then did not de- 
liver. 



flicring agendas, have fed 
problems working togetha- in 
the post-cold war era. / 
When the United Na'jons 
passed a resolution on bro- 
kering “safe areas W**.- 
it stave the authority to order 
strikes not to NATO, tul to 
U.N. Secretary-Oeierai. 
Boutros Boutros-Ghali . : 
He finally agreed tooele- 
aate that authority to Akashi 
but onlv when it emeiM g 
NATO's horror, that it aojuri 
take several hours dylg 
training missions for s jJ¥s 
to eet approval from p°u- 
ros-bhali at U.N. headquL 
ters in New York. I ; 


Another part of the pr 
lem is that the alliance can 


only with the approval of t 
United Nations. In oth ■ 
words, NATO can issue i 
ultimatum or set deadlin i. 
but cannot — without subs ■ 

quent U.N. approval — f< 
low through on them. 

“In our cooperation wii. 
the United Nations, we ha : 
broken the golden miliu </ 
jule that you always have o i 
single chain of command" 
sai3 one official. “It's bouid 


“A piecemeal approach 
:>esn’t do tlie job, half- 


heartedness doesn't pay off." 
NATO. Secretary-General 
Manfred Woemer said on 
Saturday after the alliance 
had decided new measures to 
protect Gorazde and other 
“safe areas" in Bosnia. 

“You have to use more 
decisive means and we will 
not hesitate to use them." 

NATO asked the United 
Nations for permission to 
strike Serb forces around 
Gorazde on Saturday, since 
they had ignored alliance de- 
mands to stop their attacks 
immediately. 


The United Nations re- 
fused, angering Woerner and 
prompting him to call the 
special U.N. representative 
in Yugoslavia, Yasushi 
Akashi. to try to convince 
him to give the green light. 

Again, more was at stake 
than just NATO's pride and 
the fact that the shelling was 
killing more people in 
Gorazde. 

Akashi was convinced by 
Serb pledges to withdraw 
from tne town by a NATO 
deadline of 0001 GMT on 
Sunday and wanted to give 


them the chance to do so. 
Serb forces did not complete 
the withdrawal in time but 
both the United Nations and 
NATO, closing ranks, said 
there was no immediate need 
for air strikes. 

' Something similar hap- 


pened with the Bosnian capit- 
al. Sarajevo, when NATO 


al, Sarajevo, when NATO 
issued a 10-day ultimatum for 
the Serbs to withdraw heavy 


weapons from around the city 
or hand them over to U.N. 


or hand them over to U.N. 
forces in February. 

' The Serbs did not comply i 
time, although most of th 


By William Pfaff 


PARIS — “I am not responsi- 
ble for geography,” Stalin told 
die Finnish government in 
1938 as die demanded political 
concessions. 

Geography has until our day 
been the fundamental factor in 
foreign policy. Dynastic con- 
flict, disputed territorial 
claims, rivalry over resources, 
claims on ethnic minorities liv- 
ing across disputed frontiers, 
the straightforward desire for 
territorial aggrandisement' — 
these have been the main 
nonideological causes of war. 

Even imperial expansion 
was a form of territorial rival- 
ry. Within Europe itself, 
national policy was driven by 
Hapsburg and Bourbon ter 1 
ritorial claims, Napoleonic ex- 
pansionism, Prussia’s ambi- 
tions to dominate the other 
German realms and compete 
with Austria, its claims on De- 
nmark, its seizure of Alsace 
and Lorraine in the Franco- 
Prussian war. Republican 
France's subsequent obsession 
with recovering those' pro- 
vinces, the Austro-German- 
Rnssian rivalry for influence 
over the territories breaking 
away from the Ottoman 
Empire and in revolt against 
Austro-Hungary’s own au- 
thority... 

American policy in the 19th 
century was motivated by the 
idea of Manifest Destiny on 
the North American continent, 
and, in the case of the war with 
Spain, the idea of Pacific 


empire. 

Today power and influence 
no longer are linked to geogra- 
phy. The fact that Serbs and 
Groats are fighting to expand 
their national territories is 
generally taken by the rest of 
us as another proof that they 
are captives of ideas from the 
past. Now national power rests 
mainly on industry and fi- 
nance, and on cultural influ- 


ence. 

During the period when the 
military reach of nations was 
limited, andf'foe great powers 
occupied a relatively small part 
of the global, policies of power 
balance made sense. Victory in 
war, or successful exploitation 
of the threat of war, required 
alliances that shifted the cal- 
culations of military and naval 
power. But what exactly does 
balance of power mean today? 

If conflict is economic, what 
advantage is there in alliance 
with one potential rival against 
another? How does alliance, 
“balance,” serve competitive 
economic interests? 

The United Stales, Japan 
and the European Union are 
political and military allies, but 
they also are supposed to be 
economic rivals. They manu- 
facture competitive goods and 
attempt to sell them in the 
same markets. The idea of 
economic alliance seems to 
make sense only as trading 
zones with barriers against 
competition. Are Mexico, 
Canada and the United States 
in an alliance directed against 
the European Union and 


Japan? 

It seems to me that a politic- 
al vocabulary of power balance 
is often misapplied today, 
when commentators talk of 
alliance with Russia to “con- 
tain” China, or with China to 
“contain" Japan. Contain 
them from what? The indust- 
rial nations and trading blocs 
are rivals in certain respects, 
but they are also mutually de- 
pendent in that the prosperity 
of one relies on the general 
prosperity of the others. NAF- 
TA and the economic recovery 
of the United States can only 
benefit from European and 
Japanese prosperity, since all 
are major markets for one 
another's jgoods. 

Geopolitical rivalry is a zero- 
sum game in which gains by 
one require loss for others. 
Economic rivalry is a matter of 
marginal gains or losses within 
a context of general growth (or 
decline). In this situation, die 
traditional policy conception of 
power balance and power 
advantage risks irrelevance. 

I do not say that classical 
issues of military and political 
rivalry and intimidation have 
vanished. Military power cer- 
tainly remains relevant with 
respect to the dangers that 
would arise from anarchical 
breakdown, political retrogres- 
sion or the rise of authoritarian 
nationalism in a nuclear Rus- 
sia; or with respect to the 
threat of further breakdown in 
the Balkans, jeopardising the 
stability of Albania, Macedo- 
nia and Greece and indirectly 


threatening West European 
order. 

But the United States, 
Europe and Japan are not 
military rivals, and they are 
today's crucial powers. This 
means that military power does 
not have the significance it had 
before 1989. in this respect the 
United States, “the only super- 
power,” is not as powerful as it 
was when Russia still was a 
global power and national 
power was generally measured 
in military forms. Military 
power does not generate em- 
ployment and prosperity, and 
that it today's competition. 

Effective world power is 
economic and cultural. It lies 
in the success and good order 
of a nation. The nation that 
can successfully combine eco- 
nomic success and prosperity 
with soda! justice will exercise 
the greatest long-term influ- 
ence. 

In that competition Amer- 
ica's power is compromised by 
the international perception 
that, in significant respects, it 
is an unjust society, disting- 
uished by violence, sodal dis- 
order and decline. European 
influence is limited by its re- 
cent incapacity to create jobs 
and prosperity. Russia still has 
enormous power in raw milit- 
ary terms but has drastically 
lost influence because of its 
economic and political dis- 
order. These are the new fac- 
tors of power and weakness in 
world affairs. 


Los Angeles Times Syndicate. 


British neo-Fascists confident of breakthrough 


of Aqaba-bound shipping with a new land-based system to 
verify the enforcement of the U.N. sanctions against Iraq. Al 


verity the enforcement of the U.N. sanctions against Iraq. Al 
Ra*i daily said that the U.S. positive response to Jordan's 
proposals come in the wake of a firm Jordanian position as 
Jordan repeatedly asserted its compliance with the U.N. 
Security Council resolutions. The paper pointed out that the 
sea-inspection of Aqaba-bound shipping is futile since the 
passages to Iraq are numerous and they are not subject to 
inspection unless this siege (of Aqaba) has other objectives 
that are related to the Jordanian position on the peace process. 
The paper said the U.S. approval of the Jordanian proposals 
■will eliminate a dear contradiction between the objectives of 
the peace process and the imposition of unjustified sanctions 
on Jordan. 


SAWT AL SHAAB describes U.S. response to Jordan’s 
proposal as a positive development in the U.S. position on the 
siege of Aqaba. Noting that the development in the U.S. 
position can be envisaged as a U.S. desire to resume U.S. role 
in the peace process, the paper said if U.S. Secretary of State 
Warren Christopher — during his Middle Eastern tour — 
exerts enough effort to persuade Israel to comply with the 
principle of withdrawal from al! the occupied territories, then 
the peace process will make reasonable and acceptable 
proposals. Otherwise, the paper said, Israel and the U.S. 
administration will be responsible for any failure in the peace 
process. 


j AL DUSTOUR daily welcomed the U.S. positive response to ■ 
Jordan's proposal as righting a wrong and hoped for an 
immediate realisation at the U.S. promises. Attributing the 
change in U.S. position to the courageous stance His Majesty 
King Hussein adopted by insisting on lifting the Aqaba siege 
prior to any effective Jordanian participation in the peace 
negotiations, the paper said the termination of sea piracy 
against Jordan represents an end to plans to distort Jordan’s 
image. 


By Robert Woodward 
Reuter 

LONDON — To nervous 
opponents, the neo-Fascist 
British National Party's bid 
for control of a London coun- 
cil poses the most serious 
threat to racial peace in the 
capital for 60 years. 

Racially-motivated attacks 
in London’s East End, an 
ethnically mixed and white 
working class district, have 
increased 300 per cent since 
the BNP won a council seat 
on the Isle of Dogs at a 
by-election last September. 

It was only the fifth such 
success by an extreme right- 
wing party in Britain. 

A~ BNP’victOTy in the Isle 
of Dogs in local elections 
next month, which would 
give it control of a U.S. S30 
million budget, would be a 
watershed in British politics 
and lead to more serious 
trouble, politicians say. 

“If the BNP wins there’s 
going to be fighting on the 
streets. It could be' another 
Yugoslavia." said Julia Main- 
waring. a candidate for the 
Labour Party. Labour holds 
power on the Isle of Dogs 
and is the main opposition 
party nationally. 

“It will be a disaster, it 
would be like putting a nuc- 
lear bomb here," says Ana- 


ism pressure group In the 
East End. “We would be 


dealing with a party that 
openly advocates forced re- 
patriation — it would be a big 
blow to democracy in Britain, 
a mad thing to happen.” 

The BNP, which will put 
forward more than 30 candi- 
dates nationwide at the elec- 
tions on May 5. says it does 
not know what the fuss is 
about. It says its supporters 
stay within the law and it is 
merely voicing the concerns 
of ordinary Britons. 

Nor all Britons, of course. 
Just the whites. 

“Our definition of racism is 
that we want a council and a 
government that looks after 
British people. And by Brit- 
ish we mean white,” says 
BNP spokesman Mike New- 
land. 


Derek Beackon won his seat 
by just seven votes, an Asian 
boy, Quddus Ali, was beaten 
badly by white youths. Pro- 
test marches over the inci- 
dent caused Britain’s worst 
race-related unrest since in- 
ner-city riots in the early 
1980s. 

Tower Hamlets council is 
run by the centrist liberal 
democrats. But under their 
devolved system the Isle of 
Dogs has its own "neighbour- 
hood" council. The BNP 
hopes to win three of the Isle 

* c..* - ■ 


of Dogs’ five seats, giving it 
overall control. 


"We tell people who want 
to go round attacking black 
people because they resent 
them in this country ‘Don’t 
break the law — join with us 
in legitimate political activ- 
ity’. That's a perfectly proper 
thing for us to do. 

Since the BNP set up its 
headquarters in a bookshop 
in nearby south London ab- 
out three years ago. there has 
been a sharp increase in ra- 
cial attacks in areas of the 
capital with significant black 
and Asian populations. 

bhomy oefore the BNP’s 


mul Hoaue, founder of the 


Tower Hamlets Against Rac- 


Polirics in the East End 
have embraced both the hard 
left of Dockworkers’ Unions 
and the extreme right of 
Oswald Mosley's Blackshirts 
of the 1930s, a nationwide 
movement which died with 
the outbreak of World War n 
against Nazi Germany in 

Tlie BNP believes it can 
become a permanent force in 
the East End by tapping fears 
of whites that immigrants 


i 'umq the queue for scarce 
lousing, and disillusion with 


housing, and disillusion with 
established political parties, 
fanned by a jobless rate of 
about 20 per cent. 

“There is a growing 
awareness of the split be- 
tween the three main parties 
and’ ordinary people. They 
(parties) simply don’t repre- 


sent them any more — they 
take no notice of what people 
in this country want,’ New- 
land told Reuters. 

"We are trying to take over 
from Labour as the party of 
ordinary people,” he added. 
The conservatives, in govern- 
ment nationally, have only a 
small following in East 
London. 

The BNP has tried to shake 
off its popular image of 
shaven-headed yobs roaming 
the backstreets attacking 
blacks, and put itself forward 
as a serious political force. 

"In the past the only way 
we could get publicity was by 
doine things like marches 
which then attracted vio- 
lence... then of coarse we 
were associated with vio- 
lence,” Newlaod laid. 

“We haven't given credi- 
bility to beating people up on 
the street, weVe never en- 
couraged people to do that, 
we've never organised it,” he 
said. “But we’ve given a 
greater degree of respectabil- 
ity to right-wing political 
activity.” 

Anti-racist campaigners 
say BNP proposals to repatri- . i 
ate immigrants and repeal ; 
race relations legislation has ; 
legitimised racist violence. < 
They also blame increased 
tension on local Liberal 
Democrat and Labour figures 
playing the “race card". 


weapons were withdrawn or 
handed over. There were no 
air strikes, even though more 
heavy weapons were then disc- 
overed in the Sarajevo exclu- 
sion zone. 

The point was that shelling 

of the city had ended. 

NATO officials were an- 
xious on Sunday to play down 
differences between the 
alliance and the United Na- 
tions over Gorazde. But it is 
not the first time the two 
organisations, large bureauc- 
racies with sometimes con- 


to cause problems. i . 

These factors chip awraat 
the credibility of any tlrqars 
that are made, perhaps Stow- 
ing the Serbs to behev that 
they do not need to meet 
strict NATO deadlines ir de- 
mands. 

“We have to see h<w far 
the Serbs will push thinjs but 
there is the clanger tha they 
will test us too far,’ laid 
another alliance offidaLl 
NATO and the United ya- 
tions do not have longue 
wait. ; \ 

The alliance has told e 
Serbs that they must n v 
withdraw all heavy weapgs 
3t least 20 km from Goraz e 
by 0001 GMT o 
Wednesday. 


Today’s balance of power makes rivals out of allies 


Ozawa emerges 


victor in Japan feud 


By Eugene Moosa 

Reufer 


TOKYO — It was no daz- 
zling triumph but Ichiro Oza- 
wa emerged as tactical win- 
ner of the bruising two-week 
face-off within Japan’s ruling 
coalition that ended with his 
ally Tsutomu Hata being 
named prime minister, i 
“It was a victory of sorts 
for Ozawa,” commentator 
Masayuki Fukuoka said. “He 
got almost everything he 
wanted.” 

Mr. Ozawa, the man many 
Japanese politicians love to 
hate, maneouvred his main 
critic out of the coalition, 
faced down the troublesome 
socialists and further 
weakened the former ruling 
Liberal Democratic Party 
(LDP) by luring away more 
of its lawmakers. 

After 14 days of brink- 
manship, the 51-year-old 
Schemer achieved the con- 
siderable feat on Friday of 
winning Mr. Hata the pre- 
miership while keeping the 
disparate coalition in busi- 
ness. 

Mr. Ozawa’s own status as 
the alliance’s master strateg- 
ist and backroom fixer looks 
set to remain unchanged. 

However, Mr. Ozawa's 
tactical victory was not the 
brilliant coup he seems to 
have had in mind. 

“I’d give him 60 points out 
of 100," said Fukuoka, poli- 
tics professor at Hakuho Uni- 
versity. “He had to give in to 
the Socialists on basic policies 
and he failed to split the 
LDP.” 

According to many mem- 
bers of parliament, Mr. Oza- 
wa’s original masterplan was 
a simple one. 

Knowing that ageing LDP 
baron Michio Watanabe was 
desperate for a final chance 
to be prime minister, he set 
out to lure him and many 
supporters over to thf coali- 
tion, make him head of a 
transitional government and 
dump the Socialists. 

In ffie first week of the 
race-off, this reported radical 
scenario — Mr. Ozawa never 
owned up to it — sparked 
open warfare with Masayoshi 
Takemura, his arch-enemy in 
the coalition and leader of 

&„ u ge n re T panySakiEake 

«^ 1 5 keniura bitterl y «- 

^ Mr. Ozawa 
had dominated the eight- 
month-old coalition from the 
W Poetising the back- 
door manoeuvring for which 
he was notorious as an LDP 
& bro ke rbcf 0rehisl993 

Takemura’s allies - 
the Socialists and Centrist 

Democratic Socialists 

shared his misgivings but 


to pull his party out of ie • 
alliance. [• . • 

To Mr. Ozawa’s satisfy- A 
tion, however, he agreed® 
back Mr. Hata’s premiersqp 
and the national budget fe * 
party helped to draft. T ; 

The daily Sankei Shimb® *-■. 
said the policy platform finp L 
■ • ty approved by coalition pig l- 
ties on Friday after daysjjff ^ 

•j' -break-up threats was drafw; > 
in secret by Mr. Ozawa aid" r. 
Mr. Watanabe on qe: J 
assumption that the Letisr * 
Socialists would be eviced, 

In the end the dithemg 
Mr. Watanabe failed to nset 
Mr. Ozawa’s demands to bad 
a massive LDP defeebn, 
although his earlier statecin- 
tention to leave pried 
loose another 13 LDP relris. 

This meant the coaliion 
still depended for its survval 
on the Socialists, with tiebr 
74 seats in the 511-menher 
lower house. After flirfag 
with walking out, the pzty, 
which spent 45 years inim- j 
broken opposition betvfon 
1948 and 1993, decidd it 
preferred to stay in gotrn- 
ment for now. 

“The socialists are just 
being made to dance kMt. 
Ozawa's tune,” said Com- 
mentator Mizuho Fuhshi- ; 
ma. “They will evenually 
lose their identity and wll be 
thrown out like garbap." 

The LDP, demortised 
since losing its 38-yeaj grip 
on power last year, is aso in 
steep decline, tom beween 
old-style hardliners ad re- 
formists led by ex-prmiar 
Toshiki Kaifu. , ■ 

While things may be fJpng 
longer than Mr. Oziwa 
would have hoped, the evjnts 
of the past two weeks Ipve 
done nothing to revers&tbe 
wholesale political reafcn- 
ment he has long advocted 
and now believes is unstejp- 
able. 

"We’re working rovard 
creating a good political ;ys- 
rara,,’ b® said on Friay. 
"We’re just in the preess 
now.” 

Mr. Ozawa was once the 
LDP s crown prime, 
groomed to take overjhe 
mantle of kingmaker won by 
master-fundraiser Shin Kme- 
mara. But after Mr, Jane- 
niaru was felled by a scndal 
OV jj,- his colossal influnce- 
peddlmg exploits, Mr. Czawa 
defected with a group cf col- 
leagues in 1993, bracing 
dowi the LDP govemnent. 

Then, with fellow coispir- 
ator Mr. Hata, Ozawa st up 
the Shinseito (Renewal; Par- 
ty). which was to bt in- 
strumental in installing; Mr. 
Hosokawa’s coalitionrlast 


August. 

True 


True to style, the secretive 
Mr Ozawa persuaded Mr 
to , bec °rae party jheai 
and he also refused a cabins 
position. 

“f ’5 1 01 going to taker 
post. Mr. Ozawa reiterates 
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*| 18 more Palestinians to return home 

gfSjS a s ?e^,° f ItateS^S 

a official said Tuesday Omar 

Jafcst bktSpS £, h£JK^£{& £*' 

J e Rafah crossing from Egypt to Gazs^Mr* 
J5? . he J“‘ l reaped a list of 18 Palestinians from KjO 

.SSly °" ** earlicr ^ ^ agre^to 

Yemen, S. Arabia postpone new border talks 

A roun J oftalk s between Yemen and Saudi 

a £“S _staijdm 8 dispute over a possible oil-rich 
S2S®2; ^ t b ^ postponed ’ Yemeni officials said on 
dn??n y ^? experts from both countries were 

due to start m Riyadh on Monday. One official source said 

SS?“a« 52 d . f< 5-! nox S t ^ c 10 ***** a message sent last week by 
Saudi Arabia s King Fahd to its President A Abdullah Saleh 

IfeafK!? ?, D £ yed ^ Saudi Education Minister Abdul 
A * A ? duU ^ J A1 Khoweiter, who heads the Saudi delegation 
to the border talks. Seven rounds of border talks have bera held 
so rax, bat the source said little progress has been made. 

Iran women to work in the legal system 

TEHRAN (AFP) — The Iranian parliament has passed a draft 
law allowing women to become legal advisors for the first rim* 
since the 1979 Islamic revolution, parliamentary sources said 
Tuesday. The vote infuriated hardline deputies. One said: 
women are weak, and could change their judgment if seduced.” 
Parliament Speaker A1 Akbar Nateq-Nuri rejected the argument 
during the debate on Sunday, saying Islam had never prevented 
women from securing legal advisors to the courts. 

UAE seized hundreds of illegal immigrants 

ABU DHABI (AFP) - — Coast guards in the United Arab 
Emirates (UAE) have seized nearly 300 illegal immigrants from 
Asia in separate raids on boats oft the eastern coast, a 
spokesman said Tuesday. He said 36 were captured as they tried 
to land near the port of Fujairah early Tuesday and 38 were 
seized in the same area on Monday. The nearly 300 infiltrators so 
far this month have included 70 Iranians, 61 Pakistanis, 58 
Indians, 57 Bangladeshis and the rest were Afghans, the coast 
guard spokesman told AFP by telephone from Fujairah on the 
Gulf of Oman. 

Sudanese diplomat in Somali captivity 

NAIROBI (AFP) — Efforts to secure the release of the" 
Sudanese ambassador kidnapped by Somali gunmen in Moga- 
dishu last week have failed as factional fighting kept officials 
from meeting the abductors, officials said Tuesday. Sudanese 
officials who went to the Somali capital last week to try to 
negotiate with the kidnappers were available to meet the 
abductors because factional fighting prevented them from 
moving around the dry, a spokesman for the Sudanese embassy 
here said. The ambassador, Abdul Bagj Mohammad Hassan, 
was abducted on Tuesday last week by four Somalis who said 
they were from the Hawadle clan. They demanded a ransom of 
S100.000. 

Former editor of Cyprus Mai! dies 

NICOSIA ( AP) — Ken Mackenzie, former editor of the Cyprus 
Mail, has (tied. He was 73. The English-language newspaper 
Tuesday reported that police found Mackenzie, a Scot, dead in 
his Nicosia apartment on Sunday. The cause of death was not 
given. Coroner Marios Matsakis was quoted as saying Macken- 
zie had been dead for three to five days, but no foul play was 
suspected. Mackenzie was editor of the Mail in the late 1950s. 
He later worked for the Economist newspaper in London and 
Turkey, where he also wrote for the Observer, before retiring in 
Cyprus. 

Syria, Russia discuss military ties 

DAMASCUS (AP) — Syrian and Russian officials on Tuesday 
held their second day of talks reportedly dealing with military 
and economic cooperation between the two countries. The 
official Syrian Arab News Agency (SANA) said die talks 
focused on the “friendship and cooperation between die Syrian 
and Russian armies and ways of boosting them." It did not 
elaborate. Sources said the two sides were expected to seek pew 
contracts for spare parts that would pit weapons Syria received 
from the former Soviet Union. Earlier, SANA reported that 
Syria’s ministers of economy, finance and planning bad lengthy 
talks with Russians to discuss "ways of boosting trade, economic 
and t echnical relations." After the first round of talks Monday, 
Syrian officials said the two sides also would discuss rescheduling 
Syria's debts. 

Saddam birthday festivities start 

BAGHDAD (R) — Iraq is preparing an elaborate programme 
of events to mark President Saddam Hussein’s 57th birthday. 
Baghdad’s official press on Tuesday unveiled plans for score of 
events leading to the April 28 birthday celebration in Tikrit, 
President Saddam's home town, from street parties to parades, 
art festivals, exhibitions and music concerts. Streets in Baghdad 
and Tikirt, 170 kilometres north of the capital, are festooned 
with ribbons and colourful portraits of President Saddam. 

Son of Mexican magnate kidnapped 

MEXICO CITY (R) — The son of a supermarket magnate 
wasSdnapped Monday, the second [abduction of a wealthy 
Mexican in six weeks. Separately, theabducton iwho ^sazed 
the chairman of Mexico’s biggest banking group on March 14 
repeated their threat to kfll bun unless the ransom — which 
they said was less than S100 million 

was made in a letter to Reuters. It was tmd^wh^her^ 
two kidnappings were related. In what seemed to be an effort 
m c^toSl businessmen and international investors womed 
^toutthe rising violence, President Carlos Salinas De &***? 
M^Jday crS a new agency to coordinate national public 

security. 

Rescuers find $650,000 after Russian crash 

MOSCOW (R) — Almost 
vered from the site of last months Airbus 
handed over to a government commission m Siberia, ITAR 

TASS new a«ncy said Tuesday. The .agency quoted an 
IffiSl S fte Sbenan Kemerovo region as ssymg cash 

mllected bv rescue teams working on the wreckage comprised 

5375 000 and 500 million roubles ($280,000). All 75 peojrfe on 
SS*e scheduled Aeroflot flight from Moscow to Hong 
ESwhen the European-built airliner crashed near die 

£ ZE?Z%S:3& 

c ye. 

been officially determined. 

Kazakhstan, China settle border dispute 

at matY IAFP) — President Nursultan Nazarbayev and 

EEFUEh Peng «8P«* hcre Tacsday » J andmark 

Chrnese Pre™ }- nasT j. n dine border dispute and giving a new 
heaty en ^®L® f^^^ons "This treaty will give a strong 

S.*W!£«E* ( 1 , 062 -mile) border between the mo 
countries.' 


Amman hosts conference on museums and heri 

Jordan underlines keen interest 
in preserving human culture 


By Elia Nasraliab 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Deputising for 
PCs Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan, the Regent, 
Deputy Prime Minister and 
Minister of Higher Education 
Saeed Tal Tuesday formally 
opened a four-day conference 
entitled "Encounter Profes- 
sionals of Arab Countries’ 
Museums, Civilisation and De- 
velopment" at the Royal 
Cultural Centre in Amman" in 
the presence of President of 
Mali Alpha Omar Canary and 
other di gnat ones. 

In his brief address. Dr. Tal 
welcomed the Mali president 
and underlined Jordan’s deep 
keenness in preserving human 
culture ana promoting the 
work and the role of museums. 

Tourism Minister Moham- 
mad Adwan addressed the 
opening ceremony dwelling on 
the importance of museums 
and their role in culture. 


Jordan is an open museum 
dotted with numerous 
archaeological rites that relate 
the tale of ancient civilisations 
and the history of humanity 
and common heritage, the 
minister said. 

The role of museums in 
highlighting and documenting 
the human perpetuity among 
peoples and civilisations over 
the epochs of history constitute 
a scientific and cultural link 
where the care for museum 
forms a common international 
responsibility and a source of 
great care to all countries, Dr. 
Adwan added. 

Mounir Bouchnaki, repre- 
sentative of the director gener- 
al of the United Nations Edu- 
cational, Scientific and Cultu- 
ral Organisation (UNESCO) 
addressed the session as did 
Mr. Saroj Ghose, president of 
the International Council of 
Museums (I COM), and Dr. 
Safwan Tal, director general of 
the department of antiquities. 


Dr. Ghose told the meeting 
that the conference was seek- 
ing to take stock of the state of 
the art in Arab museums and 
mobilise the cumulative pool 
of knowledge from the world 
of museums. 

He said that museums serve 
as custodians of the human 
heritage and therefore have 
the responsibility of linking the 
future of man with his heritage 
of the past. 

Dr. Con ary addressed the 
audience by expressing condo- 
lences to the royal family and 
the Jordanian people on the 
passing of Her Majesty Queen 
zein. 

The president focused atten- 
tion on the need to promote 
the work of museums and re- 
lated his country’s endeavours 
in this respect. 

Dr. Conary, who once 
served as 1COM president, 
paid tribute to His Majesty 
King Hussein for his attention 
to promote world culture and 



Prime Minister Abdul Salem Mr] all on Tuesday 
holds talks with MaU President Alfa Omar 


Conary, who arrived here to annul a conference 
on museums (Petra photo) 


thanked him for his invitation 
to visit Jordan. 

He underlined the need for 
states and non -government a! 
organisations to cooperate in 
promoting world culture. 

The meeting, organised in 


implementation of directives 
by the Regent, is designed to 
underline the importance of 
artefacts, antiquities and 
museums in shedding light on 
the legacy and various cultures 
left by mankind, according to 


Dr. Tal. 

More than 8 U professionals 
from 20 Arab and foreign 
countries are taking part in the 
meeting. The delegation will 
be taken on tours to archaeolo- 
gical sites in the country. 


Cut in sales tax rate means no 
payraises or additional services 


By a Jordan Tunes 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Hopes of civil 
servants for a possible pay rise 
this year have all but vanished 
in the wake of the slashing of 
the rate of sales tax in the 
related draft by the Lower 
House of Parliament this 
week, officials and analysts 
said Tuesday. 

During their debate on the 
draft law on Sunday, deputies 
voted to reduce the general 
rate of sales tax from 10 per 
cent to seven per cent. 

This reduction is estimated 
to cut the expected tax re- 
venues for fiscal 1994 from JD 
170 million to JD 150 million, 
analysts say. 

'While the government did 
not make an explicit linkage 
between the tax and a possible 
salary increase for civil ser- 
vants, statements by Prime 
Minister Abdul Salam Majali 
and Finance Minister Sami 
Gaxnmoh before Sunday’s vote 
had left the door open for an 
eventual increase in salaries tn 
the public sector. 

Dr. Majali told Parliament 
during the pre-vote debate on 
the floor that any slashing of 
the rate of sales tax would not 
only preempt civil servant pay , 
nuses. but also infrastructure 
and government services de- 
manded by deputies them- 
sevles for ibeir constituencies. 

In a press conference on 
Monday, Dr. Majali reaf- 
firmed the position and said 
the deputies "will have to be 
satisfied with the shortcoming 
in the budget.” 

The prime minister was 
answering a question whether 


the government was planning 
any interim measure to plug 
the expected shortfall in the 
budget for 1994 as a result of 
the slashing in the sales tax 
rate. 

For the first time, according 
to the government interpreta- 
tion, the nearly JD 1.5 bilHon 
budget for 1994 does not have 
a pre-financing deficit. Local 
revenues and committed fore- 
ign assistance worth JD ISO 
million would make up pro- 
jected expenditures. 

However, the budget does 
not include an estimated JD 
300 million for servicing fore- 
ign debts. This gap is expected 
to be plugged by international 
donors. 

In his comments on Mon- 
day, Dr. Majali did not refer to 
any such measures, but noted 
that if the government were to 
increase avfl servant salaries 
and also meet the demands of 
the deputies for services and 
infrastructure it has to have 
more funds. 

A senior official said: “It is 
simple. The deputies cannot 
have it both ways. On the one 
hand, they have cut down the 
expected government re- 
venues, while on the other 
hand they want the govern- 
ment to increase salaries and 
also finance projects in their 
constituencies.” 

Government officials have 
been saying that there were no 
plans for any across-the-board 
pay raise for civil servants, but 
the local media have spoken of 
a government committee re- 
port that was supposed to have 
included an increase. 

The purported report, 
whose existence officials have 
denied, was also supposed to 


have included higher allo- 
wances for members of Parlia- 
ment. 

According to the reports, 
members of Parliament will get 
an increase of JD 400, making 
their montly allowance JD 
1 , 000 , and senior officials of 
the rank of secretary-generals 
of ministries, including heads 
of government departments, 
will get a monthly increase of 
JD 300. 

The reports suggested that 
an across-the-board raise of JD 
22 for all categories of govern- 
ment servants and public sec- 
tor employees was being consi- 
dered as the proposed raise. 

While denying the report, 
Mr. Gammoh, the finance 
minister, affirmed that month 
that the government was con- 
sidering an efficiency-oriented 
incentive programme for civil 
servants. 

"We have been studying 
such a plan for some time 
now," Mr. Gammoh said. 
"This would only involve those 
civil servants who prove their 
efficiency and productivity.” 

Mr. Gammoh declined to 
give details of the efficiency- 
oriented pay raises, pointing 
ont that the committee had not 
completed its work. 

Other officials said the 
orientation was towards civil 
servants who have had proven 
records of efficiency as well as 
those who work in rural areas 
where the relative luxuries and 
better living conditions are 
lacking. 

There was no indication on 
Tuesday whether the govern- 
ment was forced to abandon 
this scheme also as a result of 
the cut in tax revenues. 


Accused 
spy Ames, 
wife agree 
to plea deal 

WASHINGTON (R) — Ac- 
cused spy Aldrich Ames and 
his wife Rosario have tenta- 
tively agreed to a deal in which 
they would admit their guilt 
and be would get life in prison 
and cooperate with investiga- 
tors, Clinton administration 
officials said Tuesday. 

They said the couple, ac- 
cused of passing secrets to 
Moscow for years in what has 
been described as one of the 
worst spy cases in U.S. history, 
has essentially completed 
negotiations on the plea bar- 
gain with prosecutors. 

The officials said the plea 
could be formally entered at a 
court hearing in nearby Alex- 
andria, Virginia, as early as 
Thursday. A criminal indict- 
ment charging the couple could 
come later Tuesday, they 
added. 

The officials previously said 
Mr. Ames, a 31-year Central 
Intelligence Agency (CIA) 
veteran, would have to serve 
life is prison as part of a 
proposed deal in which his 
Colombian-born wife would 
get leniency. 

The officials had emphasised 
there would be no leniency for 
Mr. Ames, who has been ac- 
cused of selling secrets first to 
the Soviet Union and then the 
Russians since 1985. 

Under the terms of what had 
been discussed, Rosario last 
week had been resisting the 
government’s offer that she be 
required to serve five years in 
prison for her role in the 
scheme. 


Christopher to press 
GCC for active role 


RIYADH (AFP) — U.S. 
Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher is due to arrive 
here Wednesday for talks with 
King Fahd of Saudi Arabia and 
Gulf foreign ministers, at the 
start of a Middle East tour 
including visits to Egypt, Israel 
and Syria. 

A Gulf diplomat said Tues- 
day the United States wanted 
the six-nation Gulf Coopera- 
tion Council (GCC) to play a 
more active role in the Middle 
East peace process, to achieve 
a gradual normalisation of re- 
lations with Israel. 

U.S. diplomats in Riyadh 
said Mr. Christopher would 
meet the foreign ministers of 
Saudi Arabia, Bahrain, 
Kuwait, Oman, Qatar and the 
United Arab Emirates as well 
as King Fahd. 

Mr. Christopher held talks 
in London Monday with King 
Hussein, after which he said 
Washington would support an 
end to a maritime blockade of 
the port of Aqaba on the Rod 
Sea which has cost Jordan 
more than $1.3 billion. 

Allied ships enforcing U.N. 
sanctions against Iraq inspect 
ships heading for the port. 

The six GCC states, which 
backed the Palestinian auton- 
omy deal signed in Washington 
in September, are participants 
in the multilateral Middle East 
peace talks launched at the 
1991 Madrid conference. 

Three of them — Kuwait, 
Saudi Arabia and the UAE — 
have pledged to provide finan- 
cial backing for Palestinian 
self-rule in the Gaza Strip and 
Jericho. 


The United States has also 
been pressing Arab states to 
lift their economic boycott of 
Israel, or at least the indirect 
boycott of Western companies 
trading with Israel. 

So far only Kuwait has 
announced the lifting of the 
indirect boycott. 

Other GCC members tie any 
economic rapprochement with 
Israel to progress in the peace 
progress. 

On April 17 an Israeli de- 
legation became the first to 
make an official visit to a Gulf 
Arab state, Oman, to partici- 
pate in multilateral talks on 
Middle East water resources. 

Israeli officials are also ex- 
pected to attend a meeting of 
the multilateral working group 
on arms control, set for May 2 
to 5 in Qatar. 

Five working groups were 
set up in Madrid — on water 
resources, arms control, the 
environment, refugees and 
economic ties. 

The Gulf diplomat, who re- 
quested anonymity, said the 
GCC also wanted to know the 
U.S. position on future rela- 
tions between Washington and 
Baghdad. 

^“Kuwait and Saudi Arabia, 
which want (Iraqi President) 
Saddam Hussein's regime to 
fall, fear a possible lifting of 
the embargo" on Iraq, the 
diplomat said. 

The U.N. imposed sanctions 
after Iraqi troops invaded 
Kuwait in August 1990. 

Kuwait and Saudi Arabia 
"may ask the United States to 
step up pressure on Saddam 
Hussein," the diplomat said. 


Ekeus has- 
no schedule 
for ending 
sanctions 
on Iraq 

BAGHDAD (Agencies) — 
The United Nations needs 
more time to implement its 
monitoring of Iraq's weapons 
programme before it will lift its 
trade embargo, a U.N. envoy 
said on Tuesday at the end of a 
visit to Baghdad. 

Rolf Ekeus, chairman of the 
U.N. Special Commission 
(UNSCOM) disarming Iraq 
under the 1991 Gulf war cease- 
fire terms, did not give Iraq a 
timetable for when it could 
resume oil exports as Baghdad 
had been hoping. 

"It is up to die Security 
Council to take any steps like 
easing sanctions or lifting the 
embargo on Iraq," Mr. Ekeus 
told a news conference before 
leaving. 

U.N. officials have said the 
destruction of Iraq’s prohibited 
weapons is almost complete 
but they are seeking further 
documentation on the manu- 
facture and disposal of chemic- 
al weapons. 

Mr. Ekeus said the U.N. 
needed more time and action 
to put its arms monitoring and 
verification programme into 
action. 

"We are dose to end the 
chapter, but it is not complete- 
ly dosed," he said. 

Mr. Ekeus said he was phas- 
ing out Iraq inspections and 
focusing on now to ensure that 
Baghdad would not reacquire 
weapons banned under the 
Gulf war ceasefire terms. 

"Fundamentally we are leav- 
ing the stage of identifying the 
past programme (and are) put- 
ting monitoring and verifica- 
tion in place." the envoy said. 

Mr. Ekeus expressed 
"appreciation for the positive 
response and support given to 
our inspection team by the 
Iraqi authorities." U.N. 
spokesman Tim Trevan said. 

Baghdad was committed to 
cooperating with UNSCOM in 
charge of stripping post-war 
Iraq of its weapons of mass 
destruction and with the Inter- 
national Atomic Energy Agen- 
cy (IAEA), Mr. Ekeus said. 

Mr. Trevan said the UN- 
SCOM chief read out a joint 
U.N.-Iraqi statement after a 
new round of talks with Iraq's 
Foreign Minister Mohammad 
Saeed A1 Sahaf. 

“The progress made is con- 
siderable" since March, when 
Iraqi Deputy Prime Minister 
Tareq Aziz travelled to New 
York to urge the United Na- 
tions to lift its embargo on his 
country, the statement said. 

But UNSCOM had not ye: 
reached the stage when it could 
report to the U.N. Security’ 
Council that Iraq had complied 
with its commitments under 
paragraph 22 of the Resolution 
687. 

The official Iraqi News 
Agency (INA) said Mr. Ekeus, 
who met Mr. Aziz on Monday, 
had held detailed talks since 
Sunday on setting up a timet- 
able for the monitoring prog- 
ramme as well as for the imple- 
mentation of paragraph 22 . 

The paragraph states that 
the oil embargo will be lifted 
once Iraq has fulfilled all its 
obligations on disarmament. 

Mr. Ekeus has said a prob- 
ationary period would be 
necessary to see how well the 
long-term monitoring worked 
before UNSCOM could state 
that Baghdad had complied 
with U.N. demands. 


Israel refloods Hula 


TEL AVTV (R) -- Israel be- 
gan reflooding the northern 
Hula Valiev on Monday, four 
decades after it hailed the 
draining of the wetlands as a 
triumph of man over nature. 

The Jewish National Fund 
(JNF) scheme of dry out the 
ancient swamps and lake north 
of the Sea of Galilee, discussed 
for almost a century, began 
soon after Israel was estab- 
lished in 1948 to create farm- 
land which was in short supply. 

Upon completion in 195o, it 
was hailed as another example 
of the new state's conquest 
over nature. But victory was 
declared too soon. 

Soil under the lake, ex- 
pected to be marginal, was 
discovered to be among the 
most fertile in Israel. But soil 
under the former swamp furth- 
er north — much larger than 
die lake — did not meet enthu- 
siastic predictions. 

At the same time, changes in 
the course of the Jordan River 
damaged the quality of water 
entering the Sea of Galilee, 
threatening the source of one 
third of Israel's fresh water. 

Now the JNF, Israel's agri- 
culture ministry, land and wa- 
ter authorities are investing 
S3) million in projects to res- 
tore a large part of the wet- 
lands. 

Under the plan about a 
quarter of the former swamps, 
now soggy farmland, will be- 
come a recreation area. 

On Monday, officials inau- 
gurated the project by opening 
a dam and flooding 617 hec- 
tares with water from the Jor- 
dan. an agriculture ministry 
' ■jokesman said. 


The plan falls short of full 
restoration — the old lake bot- 
tom, for example, is too valu- 
able to reflood. 

The Jordan Riser course, 
straightened to speed its flow 
through the valley in the 1 950s. 
will return to the meandering 
stream that watered the most 
northern papyrus swamp in the 
Middle East." 

Residents, now unable to 
earn a living from increasingly 
waterlogged land, will run 
lucrative tourist facilities. 
Hotels will be banned to pro- 
tect the environment. 

When the drainage project 
started in 1951. a few years 
after DDT had eradicated the 
malaria that once ravaged the 
former residents, the shallow 
Lake Hula covered 14 square 
kilometres while its swamps 
spread over 21 square 
kilometres — and three times 
that area during winter rains. 

The drainage destroyed the 
valley's ecology, eradicating a 
rich variety of birds and plants 
along with the mosquitoes. 

"The assessment is that all 
the animals which were in Hula 
in the past will return," agri- 
culture ministry official Yigal 
Chen said in a radio interview 
on Sunday. 

Written records dating back 
3.500 years refer to Hula as a 
vital source of fresh water and 
a route for every type of life 
moving along the great slash of 
the rift valley that reaches from 
Africa to Syria. 

The cycle of draining and 
flooding the valley has been 
going on for thousands, prob- 
ably millions, of years. 


JORDAN ELECTRICITY AUTHORITY 
ELECTRICAL INTERCONNECTION PROJECT 
BETWEEN 

JORDAN AND EGYPT 
ADVERTISEMENT 

FOR ISSUE OF TENDER NO. JE 06/90 
FOR 

AQABA 400/132 KV SUBSTATION 
AND CABLE TERMINAL 
STATION AT AQABA SHORE 
IN JORDAN 

The Jordan Electricity Authority declares the reissue of 
Tender No. JE06/90 for Aqaba 400/1 32KV Substation 
and Cable Terminal Station at the Aqaba shore in 
Jordan which includes: 

-The engineering, design, CIF delivery, installing, 
testing and commissioning of 400KV SF6 metaldad 
switchgear (Option 1) or conventional switchgear 
(option 2) and ancillary equipment complete with civil 
works and firefighting system for transformers and 
shunt reactors for Aqaba 400/132 KV Substation. 

- Engineering, design. CIF delivery, installing, testing 
and commissioning of one cable terminal station at 
the Aqaba gulf shore in Jordan, complete with 
ancillary equipment. 

The tenderer is requested to nominate subcontractors 
for civil and erection works which should be local 
companies registered according to current laws in 
Jordan 

Tenders are to be submined to the Jordan Electricity 

Authority and to be in two envelopes: one envelope for 

:he technical offer and the other for the financial offer 
and to be submitted at the same time. 

The financial offer should include a bid bond not less 
than 2 per cent of the total tender price. 
Submission of tender should not be later than 10 
o'clock Amman time on August 1. 1994. 

Tender documents can be obtained from the offices of 
the Jordan Electricity Authority against a cash payment 
of US$1000 or a certified cheque for the same amount 
in the name of the Jordan Electricity Authority and to fill 
the purchase order accompanied by a copy of the 
receipt for payment. 

The purchase order should clearly include the bidder’s 
name, his local agent and address, telex, fax and 
telephone number. 

in case the tenderer requires the tender documents to 
be sent to him by mail, the express airmail cost will be 
added. 

Offers for this tender will be opened at 12 
o’clock noon Amman tlme r fn Amman, on 
August 1, 1994. The tender should be valid for 
150 days from date of opening the tenders. 
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‘High percentage of civil servants live ne ar, or sometimes , below poverty line 

e speaker sees highest importance in restructuring middle c lass 

i _+ « vf- iur 4M : ca;H “We should deal with all 

0 garded as the backbone of the these changes very seriously 

2. Ensuring that leeblations Jordanian economy. This en- noting that there was no regard : - different mentality 
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I irliament 

I lasri to!'’ 
t isinessm*.;. 


:v er House of 
\:r- iiher A1 
group of 
'•••cr.say night 


t tat utmost k.T;-uRs!ue should 
t s given in the coning period 
1 3 restruciiiri : : i the middle 
cass and m. ' iv.« i: the larger 
sector of the jcrosirian society 
t y reducing .lie .sectors of the 
poor and fnc wealthy. 

Addressing a v.onthly meet- 
ing organised by the Jordanian 
I’usinesso.cn Association 
(tBA), M". stressed the 
reed to re- it a:i laws and 
l olides :c r..tvv them achieve 
t tat aim n- tir.L :".ii the middle 
enss is :h.* h-: :.: : rne for any 
sjeure a S.'t variety. 

“It (mic... e absorbs ail 
kinds of : ~ und it is the 

t asic me : >r jehind acti- 

vi ting c.-.. -w.v.ing the eco- 
r 5my. iho cui'./ral and art 
t oveme -'^ scientific de- 
*- dopme. - :; ‘ ~. raid. 

Noting middle class 

Ijrmed ^ "i-i- sector of the 
.'ordanisn moiety during the 
f )s and 6^s ar.c that people at 
that time were re a great extent 
equal ir incomes, be- 

haviour :j«J i.ving styles. Mr. 
I lasri wcracJ ‘hat the situation 
■■■as changing every day. 

“The niiiiJk class retreated 
r.sainly in i‘:?f ;.r»d is still being 
eroded day >;•' day to the ex- 
t ,-nt the: the poor class has 
1 ecome the larger and bigger 
factor of the Jordanian socie- 
ty," he enrphasised. 

As such, he pointed out, 
loth the -egishdve 2 nd execu- 
tive authorities should focus on 
t.iis basic r.;oMsm and realise 
fiat legi:! ;::or. r.nd policies in 
the econ : - :■/ inhere and in the 
soda! sp-.c/c are two sides of a 
coin and the*: id not neglect 


2. Ensuring that legislations 
be stable and the policies be 
adequate and coherent with 
each other; 

3. Keeping up with economic, 
financial and social de- 
velopments in the Jorda- 
nian society and the world 
at large. 

Economic identity 

However, Mr. Masri 
cautioned, the proccess of for- 
mulating economic legislations 
cannot by any means keep 
pace with the need of econo- 
mic and social development 
and growth, unless it lias a 
reference specifying the identi- 
ty of economic system sought 
and aimed at. 

“There have been much talk 
about Jordan's economic sys- 
tem, but the main features of 
what have been tabled are still 
not dear. We are still far from 
any comprehensive and com- 
plementary programme that 
suits our current stage," he 
said. 


garded as the backbone of the 
Jordanian economy. This en- 
tails that the executive author- 
ity start laying down legisla- 
tions to control and organise 
economic activity without any 
direct interference in it 
As an example, he pointed 
out, it is illogical to privatise 
the Jordanian Electric Author- 
ity or the Telecommunications 
Corporation and some public 


still owns large equity in some 
hotels, newspapers and other 
companies. 

He said that it was also 
illogical to privatise such public 
sector institutions before 
laying down the necessary leg- 
islation and drawing the right 
criteria which the private sec- 
tor should follow. 

“An economic system 
which, since the early 70s, was 
moving to depend on the pub- 
lic sector, and gradually mov- 
.ing away from the private sec- 
tor, cannot reverse its course 
except through organised, 
programmed and well-studied 
measures” Mr. Masri said. 


octroi 



Taber A1 Masri addressing the husimaw gathering (photo by 
Yousef Al ’Allan) 
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Stressing that it is very press- 
ing to reconsider Jordan’s eco- 
nomic course, especially after 
the 88-89 crisis, the House 
speaker and former prime 
minister suggested the follow- 
ing lines which could help draw 
the general framework for a 
new economic drive: 

A. The private sector and en- 
terprenenrship should be re- 


B. Highest attention should 
be given to the government 
system to ensure the high est 
productivity to avoid it taming 
to be a burden on development 
plans and an obstacle hinder- 
ing administrative and econo- 
mic development. 

'“Hie government system is 
expanding year after year 
mainly to ease the pressure of 


employment,” Mr. Masri said, 
noting that there was no regard 
to selecting qualified persons 
to the right positions. 

“This expansion has become 
a burden on the treasury and 
on the taxpayer without any 
j unification,” he added. 

He pointed out that recur- 
rent spending in the budget, 
was increasing every year at 
the expense of capital expendi- 
ture, resulting in fewer or 
weakened basic services, such 
as health and education, and in 
widening social gaps. 

Mr. Masri said recurrent 
spending was eating a large 
portion of the budget without 
receiving a direct economic re- 
turn from it. 

“With rising living costs, 
there is a high percentage of 
civil servants living near, or 
sometimes, below poverty 
line,” he said adding: 

“And because of the bloated 
public sector year after year, 
the government finds itself un- 
able to improve wages and, 
even if salaries were increased, 
the raises would not make life 
much better for a dvfl ' servant 
whose Irving conditions may 
even stay the same.” 

As a result, Mr. Masri saw 
an imbalance between the pri- 
vate sector awaiting, in vain, 
for better services from civil 
servants, whose productivity 
has decreased and bureaucracy 
has increased due to a dimate 
of depression engulfing the 
public sector. 

“This imbalance, which 
grows day after day, negatively 
affects the economic situation 
and prospects for investment 
expansion and, in many cir- 
cumstances, prevents die gov- 
ernment from implementing its 
policies and projects efficiently 
and quickly,” he emphasised. 

C. The necessity to -deal 
very seriously with various 
changes that are taking place 
whether in scientific and tech- 
nical development and in the 
emergence of world economic 
blocs or in the development of 
new and diversified economic 
thoughts and tools which, 
altogether, tend to confuse the 
legislator and the formulator of 
economic policy as well as the 
executing body. 


TdccosjfflLacavjpns deregulation and privatisation around 
the globe cc*. ifmzs to fuel investment o pp ort u nities for U.S. 
Regions’ 3-!! Companies (RBOCS), cellular operators and 
other tctetxz: enterprises. 

A C 2 rest siiapshot of the international cellular landscape 
indicate' U.S. parti cipa tion in 87 overseas cellular licenses, 
encor -is -r . " .4 Inllion gross pops and net interest in 381.4 
mil. p::., 

Inclu !: :j cr .—istic markets, the companies listed below lay 
claim :c m: i. net pops, with their international portfolios 
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of their total (net) global cellular 


inrgest global citizen with 19 licenses and 166 
~ ::cnt transactions include the sale of its 50% 


held Cr/’. u. : .-:em and ward of licenses in Tanzania and 
three c:'.:-:*- : ■ Russia. 

Runner - -j : C-eiisonth has 12 international licenses to its 
credit v :v- ■?’ ~M. net pops worldwide. Whereas Mfllicom is 
an intemsu-: pure-play, 57% of Belbonth’s pops are in the 

U.S. market, y* E. Pactel and U.S. West fill out the tbfc five. 

Bel! At'.usJc expanded its international reach last year by 
acqoir:7 : 5 r 23“.:, stake in Mexico's Grupo Insacdl. BA's grasp 
on the inter:. ./.rial market could nearly double if it increases 
the Insure 1 , r. .^intent to 46%. 

Strairfc..: -expansion can generate significant cash flow 

growth ,*T"i q.ic k payback of invested capital — aD U.S. 
West's p :uve gone C.F. positive in 18-24 months. Such 
rapid rj :’> t.s investment have created a very competitive 
franchi-i n*: climate — Bell Atlantic, BellSouth, Cellular 
Qjmm. . M- :r m and Pactel are all vying for Italy’s and GSM 
license. : S ;r.;.. pop prize. 

At lH '... “%-jGCS are still struggling to expand into long 
distance dial tone services; cellular companies face 

new caiv today from EMSR operators ana increased 
compM . :» ‘ sorrow from. PCS operators. 

Drc ‘Jic strength of their domestic experience, 
intern ee”uiar franchises have allowed these global 
teleco- . . to diversify their balance sheets with multiple 
marfce: ’f-3 r; unities. 
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Associated, Bed Atlantic, GTE, McGan Report Gross Pbfw on' 
control basis, not pops on propordonsie basis. GTE includes 90% of 
contd ceBund. McGaw and Paael indnde 50/50 J.V. Martas. 
NYNEX includes 50% of Rochester Tct. JV. 

(1994 Ragan World Media, Ltd. Analysis of Co. Data) 


1st. 


- r ALAiOST 
‘ .E FOR 
\ -?!::NER.. ^ 

- V .. — 


1 3 






if i move, i'll 

WAKE UP MV D06.. 


Sat K 




' PLEASE PONT 1 
TALK..IT MAKE5 ’ 
YOUR STOMACH SO 
UP AND DOWN, AND 
I IT'S VERV DI5TURBIN6, 


HEY MUTT/ 1 /’SURE. 1 FRENCH LET ME HEAR 
2AN Vo*J 4 iS V£RY EAsy YOU SAY 
"ALRFPE'^Cr: TT- MASTER* j SOMETHING 
- ' •— - • IK FRENCH. 1 


O Untcd Palm S*nd«w Inc 


no, i haven't.' no wonder you 


“We should deal with all 
these changes very seriously 
and in a afferent mentality 
that relies on economic, finan- 
cial and social planning to 
build a long-term and compre- 
hensive national programme in 
light of peace dividends ex- 
pected in the Mideast,” he 
stressed. 

He said he personally sees 
Jordan’s future prosperity in 
the services sector. By putting 
greater emphasis on areas like 
medical services and educa- 
tion, he said. Jordan can be- 
come an excellent base and 
centre for those services, as 
well as others, in the region 
and in the Arab World. 

Following his speech, Mr. 
Masri repsonded to questions 
from the audience which 
sought to open a dialogue over 
the sales tax being debated in 
Parliament. « 

Mr. Masri told the business- 
men that the sales tax was. 
undoubtedly, a controversial 
issue, but he assured them that 
the Economic and Finance 
Committee of the Lower 
House had done a deep and 
thorough examination of the 
tax proposal and had only sub- 
mitted its recommendations af- 
ter intensive consultations with 
known experts and concerned 
parties. 

He denied that deputies 
were rushing or rubber- 
stamping the tax proposal, 
pointing out that they are still 
debating it very actively and 
seriously. 

The gathering, however, en- 
ded in a heated exchange be- 
tween Mr. Masri and Ali Abul 
Ragheb (chairman of the Low- 
er House Economic and Fi- 
nance Committee) on one 
hand and Mohammad Saleh 
Hourani. director-general of 
the Social Security Corpora- 
tion mid form er deputy gov- 
ernor of the Central Bank of 
Jordan, on the other. 

The row erupted when Mr. 
Hourani said that the deputies 
cannot accurately judge sensi- 
tive and highly sophisticated 
financial or economic issues 
even with outside consulta- 
tions. Mr. Masri told Mr. 
Hourani that this remark was 
originally his own and that 
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serious effort would be made 
to have the best expertise 
available to the House. 

Mr. Abul Ragheb, who was 
among the audience, coun- 


tered that the committee was . 
very keen to conduct thorough 
and comprehensive studies 
over any subject referred to It 
and was very cautious and 


careful in its work, unlike the 


Central Bank which had fa 
spend over JD240 million of V. 
taxpayer money as a result of ,* . 
the Petra Bank collapse. ~ * 
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Arab countries study 
deposit guaranteebodies 


Unscramble these tour Jumbles, 
one leber to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


ABU DHABI- (R) — The 
Arab Monetary Fund (AMF), 
the Arab World’s main finan-' . 
dal institution, is working with . 
banking authorities in Arab 
countries to set up deposit - 
guarantee systems, an official 
Arab report said. 

The AMF report said in its 
annual report on Arab econo- 
mies that Arab countries have 
taken other steps to strengthen 
their banking sectors after 
being hit by a number of “chal- 
lenges” since the late 1980s, 
induding bad debts. 

“In the framework of streng- . 
thening confidence in Arab 
banking institutions, monetary 
authorities in some of the Arab 
countries are studying with the ■ 
cooperation of the AMF the 
advantages of setting up 
national institutions to guaran- 
tee deposits,” the report said.. 

The AMF released its 
annual report on Arab econo- 
mies this month in Cairo and . 
distributed it this week at AMF 


headquarters in Abu Dhabai. 

The report said Lebanon 
and Jordan have a system to 
guarantee deposits and Egypt 
has passed a law to set oue up. 

“Other Arab countries have 
resolved to proceed in the 
same direction," said the re- 
port, which also covered the 
six Arab Gulf states, Algeria, 
Tunisia, Djibouti, Sudan, 
Syria, Morocco, Libya, Yemen 
and Mauritania. 

It said capital and reserves at 
the end of 1992 in 236 banks in 
those countries, not including 
Syria and Lebanon, stood at 
$21.7 billion and total assets at 
S3 12.9 billion. Deposits in 
Arab banks grew by about 30 
per cent by the end of 1991. 

The AND 7 said banking au- 
thorities have completed steps 
to guide Arabs banks to streng- 
then their capital bases with 
regard to maintaining eight per 
cent capital adequacy — the 
ratio between sbareholers' 
equity and assets. 
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WHEN YOU 
CHEAT ON YOUR 
DIET THE RESULT 
CAN &E 

Now arrange the circled letters to 
torn the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Answer here: 


Yesterday’s 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: RODEO TASTY COMPLY NUDISM 

Answer [tow the loggers left the forest — 

STUMPED 


THE Daily Crossword 


by Charles R. Woodard 


FORECAST FOR WEDNESDAY APRIL 27, 1994 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer, Carroft Righter Foundation 

GENERAL TENDENCIES: . of an eroert. Then handle rmpOT- 
Daytune finds yon with consider- ***** tasks at hand which must be 
able ingenuity for handling what- done. 

ever problems have roosted on LIBRA: (September 23 to Octo- 
yqur door step but be careful ber 2Z) A Rood day to do favours 
with deceptive mfiue&ces that for friends and to expect the 
are in effect this evening. same from them. Be alert to 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
Your creativity is high today and 
you can get mud) accomplished. 
Be careful fa motion and avoid 
possible accident while on the 


war 

^^L Ert - MuTT ?7 HAVE THE 

— frenchhorh 

/ /•jra QFoRlT 


TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
You are able to establish har- 
mony at home early fa the day, 
but don’t permit an outsider to 
spoil it later for you or your 
loved ones. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
Be sure to follow your hunches 
which are accurate now. You gel 
fine assistance from a good 
friend during the daytime for 
your success. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) Go ahead with {dans you 
have concerning monetary affairs 
and add to present abundance. 
Be wise fa expe n d i t un es. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) 
Pursue personal aims you have 
early in the day and get exceflent 
resides. Express happiness with . 
family members at home or 
away. 



of an expert. Then handle impor- 
tant tasks at hand which must be 
done. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to Octo- 
ber 22) A good day to do favours 
for friends and to expect the 
same from them. Be alert to 
benefits coming your way at this 
. time. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to 
November 21) Bring your finest 
talents to the attention of higher- 
ups who can help you put them 
across. Then handle more per- 
sonal matter at once. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 
to December 21) Contact those 
who can assist you with new 
aspirations you have. Go to the 
right sources for the date you 
need on a project. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) Show proper respect 
for those you do business with 
and get the results you want. Be 
more active and you win out fa 
the long run. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to 
Februaty 19} Get fa touch with 
key associates and dear op any 
misunderstandings. Tty to be less 
critical of others and you wiH be 
respected. 

PISCES: (Februaty 20 to March 
20) The planets are not favour- 
able for advancement now, so 
relax and don’t jeopardize the 
good results of recent days. 


ACROSS 
1 Crustacean 
sensory organ 
5 Fat bloomer 
10 Ed.'s request 

14 Cruising 

15 Car dealer 
offering 

16 Court 
proceedbigs 

17 Long lost 19th 
century 
painting? 

20 Honors 

21 Mortgages 

22 Stopovers 

23 Blueprint 
25 Grown-ups 
28 Den 

28 Normal: abbr, 

32 Trees 

33 Actress Gaynor 

34 Regatta hem 

35 Uong lost James 
Dean film? 

39 Sra. notation 

40 Buenos — 

41 Disciples: suit. 

42 Abel to Adam 

43 Consumer 
<4Ftoge 

46 God of war 

47Endrcie 
48 Mountain rtiige 
51 Fireplace 
accessory 
54 Long tost 
Beckett play? 

58 Author Ludwig 

59 Varnish resin 
80 Indigo’' 

61 Season 

62 One over par 
S3 Sea birds 

DOWN 

1 Handle rudely 

2 Tennis' Amur 

3 Garlands 

4 Lozenge 

5 Steve and Fred 

6 Appears 

7 SaBors 

8 Curve 

SFootoaBott. 

10 Wedding gown 
material 



•risssrs 3 ™-*- 

11 Yearn 

12 British weapon 

13 Pitcher features 
Camper's need 

If Visigoth king 

23 Lanas 

24 MInnaiii 

25 Farm measures 

26 Because of 

27 Located m a city 

28 Metric measure 

29 Drench 

30 Sip 

31 Attke 
33 Bogs down 

36 Designer Ralph 

37 Length or other* 
ender 

38 Landing Bald 
44 PoiHer 

4| Btoenose 
46 Leaning 
47Dwar 

48 Eons 

49 Terra — n . 

50 Wicked "t MHna 


^Nd 
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French Franc 
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Currency 

I MTH ; 

3 MTHS 

6 MTHS 


U.S. Dollar 

3.6300 

3.9400 

4.3000 : 

5.0000 1 

Sterling Pound 

4.8800 

4.9400 

5.7300 i 

5.4400 

; Deutsche Mari; 

5.2500 

5.7900 

5.7300 

5.4400 

Swiss Franc 

3.7500 

3.7500 

3.7500 

3.8700 

French Franc 

HHffl 

5.7500 

5.6900 

5.6900 

Japanese Yen 

2.0600 

2.0600 

2.1900 

2.4400 

European Currency Unit 

5.8700 


5.SOOO 

5.8700 


Pra d o B i Matah 


Data: 26/4/7994 


Metal 

USD/Oz 

Gold 

373.90 


Metal 

USD/Oz 

JD/Gra 

Silver 

5.74 

0.773 


Ctntral Bank of Iordan Exchange Rata BaDatfai 

Data: 26/4/1994 


Currency 


U.S. Dollar 


Sterling Pound 



* Per too 

Other Currencies 


Currency 


Datd: J6/4/1994 


Bahraini Dinar 

7.S400 

7.8560 

Lebanese Lira" 

0.040475 

0.047825 

Saudi RJyal | 

0.7866 

0.7883 

Kuwaiti Dinar 

2.3250 

2.3600 

Qatari Rival 

0.7903 

0.7972 

Egyptian Pound 

0. 1900 

0.2700 

Omani Riyal 

1.6020 

7.8770 

UAE Dirham 

0.1903 

0.7972 

Greek Drachma 0 

0.2645 

0.3055 

Cypriol Pound 

7.2725 

7.3850 



LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 
leading world currencies ana gold against the dollar at midse&sion 
on the London Foreign Exchange and bullion markets Tuesday. 


U.S. $1.00 costs 


One sterling 
One ounce of gold 


1.3770/80 

1.6838/48 

1.8940/50 

1.4386/96 

34.66/70 

5.7770/20 

1609.6/1.1 

103.04/14 

7.8450/50 

7.3070/20 

6.6050/00 

$1.4892/02 

$373.30/373. 


Canadian dollar 
Deutschemarks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian lire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 


French firm displays 
products in Jordan 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — A major French 
company in information tech- 
nology is bolding an exhibition 
here for the first time, with 
hopes that the Jordanian mar- 
ket offers enough scope and 
room for their wares. 

The exhibition by Bull Mid- 
dle East, the regional arm of 
Groupe Bull, was opened by 
Prime Minister Abdul Salam 
Majali at the Forte Grand 
Hotel on Monday. Visitors on 
Monday were limited to in- 
vited guests, but the exhibition 
was open for the public on 
Tuesday and Wednesday. 

Among the products on dis- 
play are computers with adv- 
anced technology and laser 
printers, scanners and what 
Groupe Bull describes as the 
smallest automatic teller 
machine. 

Alain Merheje, communica- 
tion manager for the group, 
said Bull Middle East Limited 
was working with a local com- 
pany. Petra Systems, for the 
past one year and was con- 
vinced that the Jordanian mar- 
ket offers enough room for its 
products and hence its interest 
m organising an exhibition in 


the Kingdom. 

The exhibition offers “many 
technical novelties never seen 
before in Jordan and in fields 
as diverse as banking and re- 
tail,” Mr. Merheje told the 
Jordan Times. 

The exhibition, he said, “is 
intended to show the (com- 
pany's) commitment to the 
Middle East in general and 
Jordan in particular which it 
views as the potential tech- 
nological hub of the Arab 
Levant countries.” 

Among the activities of 
Groupe Bull are all fields of 
information technology. It 
claims credit for inventing the 
first-ever personal computer 
and the development of smart 
card, which is now replacing 
magnetic credit cards, [Aone 
cards and other usage cards. 

In addition, the company 
will soon announce the first- 
ever symetric multiprocessor 
based on the Power PC tech- 
nology which it has helped 
develop in partnership with In- 
ternational Business Machines 
(IBM), Apple and Motorola, 
said a Groupe Bull press re- 
lease. 

The company's hardware 
products range from Zenith 
Data Systems, which are pro- 


duced in the U.S., laptop and 
desktop computers as well as 
high-end mainframe compu- 
ters. 

Groupe Bull takes special 
pride in its ATMs, Mr. 
Merheje said. 

Tie Bull ATMs are designed 
to reduce the cost of cash 
dispensing and installation 
while complying with interna- 
tional rules mid standards, and 
increasing operational profits. 

Unlike the cumbersome big 
machines found at many 
banks, the Bull ATM is not 
bigger than a bedside table and 
is ligjit enough to be carried by 
two people. 

It could be located almost 
anywhere, in remote locations, 
where low turnover does not 
justify a full-sized ATM, su- 
permarkets, hotel lobbies, 
shopping malls, airports, hos- 
pitals, petrol stations etc., the 
company says, adding that one 
of the first purchasers of the 
machines was an Omani client. 

‘This little wonder is the 
smallest cost-efficient ATM in 
the world and the nearest thing 
to customer-minded design the 
ATM business has ever seen” 
— that is how the company 
described the product. 


Foreign trade boom provides 
windfall for China’s insurers 


BEUING (AFP) — China’s 
insurance companies are 
cashing in on the country's 
foreign trade boom which has 
sparked a dramatic rise in 
overseas-related premiums, 
the China Daily business week- 
ly said Sunday. 

The People's Insurance 
Company of China (PICC), 
the country's largest underwri- 
ter, took in $732 million in 
foreign-related premiums last 
year, a rise of almost 30 per 
cent on 1992. 

According to Shi Guoqing, 
deputy general manager of 
PICC'S international depart- 
ment, China's economic 
growth is providing the insur- 
ance sector with a “golden 


opportunity” for rapid expan- 
sion. 

Of all foreign-related cover- 
age, avaiation posted the 
largest increase last year, with 
premium revenue soaring 106 
per cent from 1992 on the back 
of rapid expansion in the 
domestic airline industry. 

However, Mr. Shi warned 
that growth may slow later this 
year as a result of the unifica- 
tion of China's two-tier ex- 
change rate system and sweep- 
ing reforms of the tax and 
foreign trade systems. 

Chinese insurers are also 
preparing for the end of their 
virtual monopoly on the 
domestic market which would 
come with China's planned 


adherence to the General 
Agreement on Tariffs and 
Trade (GATT) signed earlier 
this month. 

“Many foreign insurance 
giants have eyed the huge 
Chinese market for a long 
time,” Mr. Shi said. He added 
that he would welcome foreign 
involvement “since it would 
bring not only competition, but 
also advanced management 
and techniques.” 

China has so far refused to 
bow to foreign pressure — 
especially from the United 
States — to open up its insur- 
ance market, but GATT reen- 
try, which China hopes to 
achieve by the end of this year, 
would leave it no choice. 


Tunisia’s 

tourism 

earnings 

hit record 

TUNIS (R) — Tunisia earned 
a record $1.1 billion from tour- 
ism in 1993 and is forecasting 
an increase of about 11 per 
cent this year. Tourism Minis- 
ter Mohammad Jegham said 
on Tuesday. 

“This is thanks to Tunisia's 
stability, security and quietness 
while there are troubles in 
other Mediterranean compet- 
ing countries,” he told Reuters 
in an interview. 

He said economic recovery 
in Europe, Tunisia's main mar- 
ket, a diversification policy and 
a new breed of private-sector 
entrepreneur were factors be- 
hind the boom. 

Tunisia’s hundreds of beach 
.hotels with a total of 150,000 
beds, musenms containing 
what is believed to be the 
world's best collection of 
mosaics, and souks are swarm- 
ing with visitors — mainly Ger- 
man and French. 

In 1993 there were 3.6 mil- 
lion tourists, 3.3 per cent per 
cent more than in 1992, 
although the numbers from 


ia dropping by 16 per cent each 
because of economic problems 
in those countries. 

“We expect four million 
tourists this year, of which 
about 80,000 to 90,000 (Emo- 
peans) will be diverted from 
other competing destinations 
like Turkey,” Mr. Jegham 
said. 

“In 1993 there were 2.2 mil- 
lion European visitors, an in- 
crease of about 17 per cent 
compared to 1992. During the 
first quarter of 1994 the num- 
ber of European visitors in- 
creased by 30 per cent,” be 
added. 

“We have an important 
place in the German market 
where we have a very big 
increase. We are now the third 
destination for German tour- 
ists after Spain and Greece." 

Tourism revenue, one of the 
main pillars of Tunisia's eco- 
nomy along with textile and 
phosphate exports, totalled 
$945 million m 1992 and $1.13 
bOfion in 1993. 


Kuwait Islamic bank 
sees more competition 


KUWAIT (R) — Success in 
the growing rnultibitlion dollar 
Islamic banking market hinges 
increasingly on technical 
sophistication, a Kuwaiti bank- 
er has said. 

“As the industry competes, 
it will attract more diems by 
being more sophisticated,” 
said Adnan AI Bahar, chair- 
man of one-year-old Islamic 
finance firm. The International 
Investor (Til). 

The variety- of business con- 
ducted by TU in its first year of 
operation was evidence of 
growing demand for Islamic 
investment and corporate 
financing, he said in an inter- 
view. 

“Islamic banking is still to- 
day a monopoly in most mar- 
kets," he said. “But Islamic 
banking grows as the wealth of 
the middle class grows. And 
competition, and the passage 
of time, are making Islamic 
products more interesting.” 

“The customers who insist 
on investing 100 per cent Isla- 
mically are already taken care 
of. Others will invest Islamical- 
ly if the products are good 
enough,” he pointed out: 

Islamic finance institutions 
such as Til say they conform 
with the Islamic ban on charg- 
ing interest by applying a range 
of asset management techni- 
ques that involve specially de- 
signed trading, leasing and 
profit-sharing transactions. 

Til is aiming for 50 per cent 
profit growth hi 1994. It made 
net profit of 1,957 million di- 
nars ($6.59 million) in 1993. 

The company calls itself the 
world's first non-retail Islamic 
investment and corporate fi- 
nance house. It conducts pri- 
vate banking and wholesale 
investment banking for weal- 
thy individuals and on the 
corporate finance side taps 
Islamic funds for business pro- 
jects in the Middle East and 
Islamic World. 

“Increasingly what will bring 
in business is competition. As 
they acquire wealth, people 
are wanting investment institu- 
tions to invest blamically,” 
Sheikh Al Bahar said. 

Banks in Islamic regions in 
turn sought to attract funds 


with high-yielding Islamic pro- 
ducts to take a slice of a global 
market worth tens of billions of 
dollars. Sheikh Al Bahar said. 

Sheikh Al Bahar estimated 
Islamic finance institutions glo- 
bally about $30 billion to $50 
billion in assets under manage- 
ment. 

This could rise to $80 billion 
to $100 billion by the end of 
the century, he said. 

He estimated that in the 
Gulf Cooperation Council 
countries of Saudi Arabia, the 
United Arab Emirates, 
Bahrain, Kuwait, Qatar and 
Oman, the region’s Islamic 
bnaks could raise their share of 
total private assets under bank 
management to around 50 per 
cent by the year 2000 from 10 
Cl> 15 per cent at present. 

He added some competition 
was coming from Western 
banks which has devised what 
they called Islamic products. 

“Muslim investors are saying 
‘why invest in traditional mar- 
kets if I can get the same 
returns from Islamic banking 
and sleep more comfortably at 
night.” Sheikh Al Bahar said. 

On the investment side. Til 
has launched an $86 million 
U.S. property fund, a $23 mil-, 
lion currency fond, two short 
term investment funds in di- 
nars and dollars worth a total 
$60 million and a medium term 
leasing investment fond worth 
$40 million. 

In corporate finance, TU has 
arranged aircraft leasing worth 
143 million dinars ($481 mil- 
lion) for state-owned Kuwait 
Airways Corporation, is an 
adviser and underwriter for 
U.S. firm Wing Group on a 
$700 million project to rebuild 
Kuwait's Shuaiba north power . 
station and is raising $10 mil- 
lion for Britain's Cable and 
Wireless and a group of Egyp- 
tian investors for a mobile tele- 
phone company joint venture 
in Egypt. 

It has established a financial 
services company in Switzer- 
land, opened a London repre- 
sentative office, and launched 
a property management com- 
pany in Britain in association 
with British property consul- 
tants DTZ De ben ham Thorpe. 
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Ideal Residence For 
Expatriateeand 
Businessmen 
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Many villas and apart- 
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Abdoun Real Estate 
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Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
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Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbeque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 p.m. 
6:30 - Midnight 

\ Air Conditioned Hall y 
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Real Chinese Cuisine 
and Greai Fur Eastern 
Atmosphere . 
Open for Lunch & 
Dinner 6 days 
a week 
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Live Via Satellite 
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4p.m. till 12 p.m. 
and the kamikazis 
are always 1 J.D. Each 
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opp. Frenchloar 
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. Security, Hospitality 
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TALK OF THE TOWN 
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Open nightly 

From 9M P JL to &N AM. 
Tuesday closed 

Td: 685211 Fax: 617779 
Middle East Hotel - Shmebani 








The first & best 
. Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

isr Circle. Jabal Amman, near 
Ahliyyah Girts School 

Taka away Is avaBaMa 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 

p.m. 

7:00 — Midnight 

Tel. 638968 


12 am -v. Late 
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SELECT HOTEL 


@ Superior Hold Services for 
Businessmen & Families & its 

) NeGrEsCo BaR 

@ Good Drinks & 

Excellent Snacks . 
©Open Noons 
& Evenings 



Jabal Al Webdeh/Tel.637101/637102 
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The Best In 
Indian Cuisine 
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STUDIO HAIG 

Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Service 
Develop . your colour film at 
our shop and get:- 

* JUMBO photo 
them 30% larger 

* Free enlarge- 
ment 20 x 30 cm 

Shmeisani - Opp. Grindlays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieh tel: 823891 


Defaxe Wffas »Kf Ap»tDMfif5 ‘ 
in Amman. 

For farther detiais please call 

SAN ABLE REAL ESTATE 

TEL: 864230 FAX 864231 


SZECHWAN GARDENS 
CHINESE RESTAURANT 
Typical Otinese Foods 
SUM Chinese Chefs 




Take away Is available 

Shat Al-Arab Street 
Um Uthatnah Commercial Centra 

TeL: 881174 
®«c Tasted Always Loved 
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Repair Services 


Done by well trained and 
Professional Technicians 
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New Japanese premier faces 


prospect of weak, minority rule 


(R) — New Japanese 
Prime Minister Tsutomu Hata 
faced the unsettling prospect 
Tuesday of minority rule 
posaUe early elections after 
the biggest party in the ruling 
coalition walked out in disgust. 

Months of policy battles and 
a power struggle finally took 
their toll on the weak eight- 
month alliance, which only 
barely mustered die votes to 
install Mr. Hata as prime 
minister Monday. 

By Tuesday the Socialist 
Party had quit in protest at 
what it saw as an attempt by 
Che coalition’s conservatives to 
freeze it out of policy-making. 

Without the Socialists, Mir. 
Hata will have to settle for 
forming Japan's first minority 
government since 1948, a de- 
velopment which is likely 
further to delay legislation and 
hasten general elections, not 
normally due on til summer 
1997. 

“We’re in for more weak 
leadership because of what's 
happened,” said Takeshi Sasa- 
ki, a Tokyo University politics 
professor. “It'D be daficalt to 
avoid an early election.” 

Mr. Hata, who has yet to 
form a cabinet, decided to 
make a last-ditch attempt to 
woo back the ■ Societies try 
seeking a meeting with their 
leader, Tomiicfai Murayama. 

’The main aim of the meet- 
ing wDl be to maintain the 
coalition’s unity,’’ cabinet office 
spokesman Nobuo Ishihara 
told reporters. He said nothing 
had yet been scheduled and a 
Socialist Party spokesman said 
it was not certain the meeting 
would take place. 

Hhotaka Akamatsu, former 
Socialist secretary-general, 
ruled out the possibility of his 
party r e turnin g to a coalition 
dominated by Mr. Hata’s chief 
ally, backroom fixer Ichiro 
Ozawa. 

The criris followed weeks of 
bitter feuding over coalition 
policy between Socialists and 
conser va ti v e s . 

The warring factions boned 



Social Democratic Party (SDP) leader Tomfidii Murayama 
announces that Us party wiH leave the coaBtfon government 
following the sudden emergence of a rival bloc, at a press 
con f erence at the SDP headquarters (AFP photo) 


the hatchet Friday and settled 
on Mr. Hata for prime minis- 
ter, only for tensions to flare 
a gain Monday just as be began 
work on forming a cabinet. 

The trigger was the sodden 
announcement by Mr. Ozawa’s 
group of the formation of a 
coalition parliamentary bloc 
called Kaishin (Reformation), 
excluding the Socialists who 
were not even consulted in 
advance. 

The Socialist pullout now 
threatens to prolong a paralysis 
of gover nm ent. Apart from the 
budget, the deadlock has 
blocked progress in solving 
U.S.-Japan trade disputes. 

At the root of the crisis is 
widespread resentment of Mr. 
Ozawa and his plans to mate a 
new conservative party to com- 
pete against the once- 
dommant Liberal Democratic 
Tarty (LDP), still the biggest 


parliamentary group. 

The Socialists and some cen- 
trist parties want to see the 
emergence of a true multi- 
party system, a balance of con- 
servatives, liberals and leftists. 

Mr. Ozawa and Mr. Hata 
both came from the LDP's 
right-wing. They were proteges 
of party kingmaker Shin Kane- 
maru, who wielded immense 
power as Japan’s backstage 
political boss. 

After he was toppled by a' 
corruption scam, Mr. Ozawa 
and Mr. Hata led a group of 
dissidents out of the LDP in 
1993 and launched the Shin- 
seito (Renewal Party) now 
dominating the coalition. 

“How can they scheme to 
create a new party and expect 
us to stay in the coalition?” 
said Socialist lawmaker Hide- 
ko Ito. 

The Socialists hold 74 seats 


in the 511-strong lower house. 
Without them, Mr. Hata has 
187 seats compared to the 
LDP’s 206. 

LDP chief Yobei Kono 
raised the possibility of cooper- 
ating with the Socialists in par- 
liament, a development that 
could set the stage for a no- 
confidence vote against the 
Hata government 

“What’s happened to the 
Socialists is wrong... I think 
we'll be able to talk with 
them,” he told reporters. 

Banri Kaieda, a lawmaker 
who has joined the new bloc,- 
said Mr. Ozawa’s aim was to 
force the break-up of both the 
Socialists and the LDP, twin 
pillars of Japan’s cold war-era 
system. 

“We’re going to see many 
tfrings unfold as a result of 
what’s happened,” he said. 
“The Socialists and the LDP 
are not united internally and 
they could begin unravelling." 

Meanwhile, cabinet office 
spokesman Ishihara urged Mr. 
Hata to nam e his cabinet by 
Thursday so that government 
business could proceed 
smoothly. Japan starts a 10-day 
holiday from Friday. 

Meanwhile, South Korea's 
defence minister arrived in 
Japan. Tuesday for talks with 
his Japanese cou n t er part — 
but it was not immediately 
dear who this would be. 

Japan’s cabinet resigned 
Monday and hopes of quickly 
forming a new one were 
dashed after the Socialists ■ 
announced they were walking 
out. 

A defence agency spokes- 
. man said he did not know who 
South Korean Minister Rhee 
Byoung-Tea would meet for 
talks scheduled for Tuesday 
afternoon. 

“We can’t be sure yet" he 
said. “If there’s a new cabinet 
by then, he'll meet the new 
one.” 

If not, he said, Mr. Rhee 
would probably meet Kazno 
Aichi, the defence chief who 
resigned Monday. 



16 shot, 1 dead, in N. Ireland 


BELFAST (R) — One man was killed and sixteeen men were 
shot in tiie legs in what appeared to be a wave of IRA 
punishment attacks overnight, police said Tuesday. The Irish 
Republican Army (IRA) drafted responsibility for the death 
of a man whose body was found in mainly Catholic West 
Belfast. He had been shot in tbe head and the IRA accused 
him of drug t rafficking in a call to a local newspap er. Sixteen 
men aged between 20 and 30 were in hospital with gunshot 
wounds to their legs typical of IRA “kneecapping” punish- 
ments, police said. They said the shootings had all the 
hallmarks of the IRA's punishment of wayward youths, 
suspected criminals or in fo rmers . The reasons for the attacks 
were notfr dear. They follow an unprecedented police crack- 
down on IRA fund-raising in Britain, Ireland and Northern 
Ireland last week. Police said they seized documents, stolen 
property, cash and computers in the raid as well as quantities of 
dings linked to fund-raising in the IRA's 25-year campaign to 
drive Britain from the province. 


tion. Mr. Clinton said if the House could pass the ban quickly, 
it could be included in the final version of the crime bill. But 
he told reporters he was not certain tbe House would agree. 


Malaysia swears in anew king 


Khmer Rouge shell Cambodian town 


SISOFHON, Cambodia (AFP) — Khmer Rouge guerrillas 
shelled the central market in the border town of Foipet in 
Cambodia's northwestern Banteay Meanchey province, re- 
fugees from the town said Tuesday. The guerrillas shelled the 
town, which lies on the Thai-Cambodian border, early 
Tuesday and several rounds landed in the market area forcing 
some 100 civilians to flee to Sisopbon, 48 kilometres (30 miles) 
east. There were no reports of casualties. Meanwhile a 
minister said Tuesday Caxntxxfian leaders want United Na- 
tions military Uason officers to monitor infringements of the 
country’s borders. The request was made by Co-Premiers 
Prince Norodom Ranariddh and Hun Sen (hiring a recent 
meeting with U.N. representative Benny Widyonb, Deputy 
Information Minister Khieu Kanharith said. The meeting 
followed accusations that Thailand assisted Khmer Rouge 
guerrillas recapture their headquarters at Puffin in northwest 
Cambodia. But the co-premiers did not explicitly ask for the 
border with Thailand to be monitored, a U.N. official added. 


KUALA LUMPUR (R) — Tuanku Jaafar Tuanku Abdul 
Rahman was sworn in Tuesday as Malaysia's king for the next 
five years in pomp and ceremony under the country’s unique 
rotating monarchy. The keeper of the rulers’ seal administered 
the oath of office to King Jaafar in the throne room of the state 
palace before his fellow saltans and Prime Minister Mahathir 
Mohammad’s cabinet. Mr. Mahathir then presented him with 
a proclamation dedaring him king. King Jaafar, dressed in a 
yellow suit cot in the style of his home state of Negri Sembflan 
and wearing a bejewlled golden head-dress, signed and sealed 
the document at a conference table in front of a huge golden 
throne. Malaysia's nine hereditary snltans take turns every five 
years at being the Yang Di-Pertoan Agong, or supreme 
sovereign, under a rotating constitutional monarchy estab- 
lished on independence from Britain in 1957. King Jaafar, 71, 
a former diplomat is the 10th sovereign of Malaysia. His 
father, Abdul Rahman Mohammad, was the fust, but died a 
short time after ascending the throne. 


China postpones trial of dissidents 


BEIJING (R) — China has suddenly postponed the trial, 
originally set for tins week, of 14 dissidents who have been 
held on grave charges of counterrevolution for nearly two 
years, family members said Tuesday. They said they had 
originally been informed the trial would be held from Monday 
through Wednesday, but their lawyers had later been told the . 
date had been changed to an unspecified time. A spokes- 
woman for the Beijing Intermediate Court said the case of the 
14, tiie largest batch of political dissidents to face trial in China 
since the prosecutions related to tbe 1989 Tiananmen Square 
demonstrations, was still in tbe pre-trial stage. She said by 
telephone it was difficult to say when the forma] court session 
would be beRL The postponement of the trial comes at a 
sensitive time for China, which is in the midst of a dispute with 
the United States over the link between human rights and 
trade. 


S. Korea extends parliament session 


SEOUL (R) — South Korea's parliament has extended a 
special session to try to resolve tbe dispute over its approval of 
a new premier, partiamentaiy officials said Tuesday. “The 
-parliament called a general meeting at 11-30 p.m. (1430 GMT) 
last night and agreed to continue the current special par- 
liamentary session until Thursday,” a parliamentary official 
said. The session of the unicameral parliament was originally 
due to end Monday. Presidential aides had indicated that 
President Kim Young-Sam was prq»aring another cabinet 
shake-up. The ruling Democratic Liberal Party (DLP) and the 
main opposition Democratic Party (DP) have been h a gg l ing 
over painamentary approval of Lee Yung-Dug, who was in 
charge of formulating policies about North Korea, as the new 
premier. Mr. Khn named Lee Yung-Dug Friday to replace 
Lee Hoi -Chang, who had stepped down as premier earlier in 
the day after a shock eruption of differences over the scope of 
the prime minister’s power. 


Moldova signals breakthrough on Dnestr issue 


KiSHINYOV (R) — Moldovan President Mircea Snegur has 
announced a breakthrough in the intractable separatist conflict 
over the Dnestr region and said peace talks would begin soon. 
Snegur said groups of experts from the Moldovan and Dnestr 
rides would negotiate under Russian and CSCE (Conference 
on Security and Cooperation in Europe) mediation. “We are 
speaking about a com p ro mi se now. The time when we wanted 
to solve this problem from a position of obstinacy has passed,” 
Mr. Snegur said on television late Monday. Officials in the 
self-styled Dnestr Republic, a Slav-populated industrial region 
of tiie mainly Romanian-speaking country, confirmed the 
breakthrough. “It is very likely that very soon we will have a 
real negotiating process under way on the political status of 
our region,” Yelena Yesimova, spokeswoman for Igor Smir- 
nov, president of the Dnestr Republic, told Reuters. 


Clinton urges ban on assault weapons 


Nicaraguan army chief to bow out 


WASHINGTON (R) — President Bill Clinton made a strong 
plea to the public and Congress to ban 19 types of semi- 
automatic weapons as part of a crime bill. “The weapons of 
choice for drug traffickers, gang members and paramilitary 
extremist groups are these assault weapons,” Mr. Clinton said 
at a White House ceremony honouring crime victims. “I want 
to ask the law-abiding citizens of this country to tell Congress 
that it's okay to vote for this and take these kinds of weapons 
oft our streets. I think the American people have a right to be 
safe and secure. How can we pursue life, liberty and the 
pursuit of happiness if we don’t have the most elemental 
security?" Last November, the Senate passed a ban on 
semi-automatic weapons as part of its crime bill. A similar bill, 
passed by the House of Representatives last week, did not 
include the ban, so the issue will have to be resolved by a 
House-Senate Conference Committee or in separate legisla- 


MANAGUA (AFP) — General Humberto Ortega has 
announced that he would step down as Nicaragua's army chief, 
potentially defusing the government’s crippling internal power 
struggle. Gen. Ortega, the brother of former leftist Sandmista 
president and opposition leader Daniel Ortega, did not give a 
date for his departure but said President Vroleta Chamorro 
had accepted his resignation. He added that the terms of his 
resignation were included in military reform legislation to be 
put before tbe National Assembly in a matter of days. Gen. 
Ortega has made Mrs. Chamorro the target of bitter criticism 
front her political opponents. Mrs. Chamorro had argued that 
keeping Gen. Ortega at the helm of the military was a key part 
of political fence-mending after the country’s civil war, but 
then announced last year — without consulting Gen. Ortega 
— that he would be out of the post in 1994. “While the road is 
a difficult one, I will not abandon my struggle for democracy,” 
Gen. Ortega said, adding that that commmnent was “stronger 
every day.” 


Shaky truce holds in Rwandan capital 


NAIROBI (AP) — A shaky 
ceasefire marred by brief, 
heavy mortar exchanges was 
holding in the Rwandan capital 
Tuesday, but militias con- 
tinued their killing spree in the 
countryside. 

United Nations spokesman 
Abdul Kabia in Kigali, the 
capital, said mortar rounds ex- 
ploded near U.N. headquar- 
ters in the city and at the 
National Stadium where’ 
thousands of people remain - 
under U.N. protection. There 
were no casualties. 

The Hutu-run government ■ 
army and the mostly Tutsi re- 
bel Rwandan Patriotic Front 
(RPF) also waged a brief but 
heavy mortar and small aims 
duel in the city centre Tuesday 
morning, he said in a tele- 1 
phone interview. 

Mr. Kabia said while the 
capital remained relatively 
quiet, the ethnic slaughter con- 
tinued in government-- 
controlled areas, particularly 
near Butare in southern Rwan- 
da. 

“The massacres are still 
going on, most in tbe southern 
part of tiie country. The north- 
ern and eastern part of the 


country is almost completely 
controlled by the RPF and we 
have not heard of any mas- 
sacres there," Mr. Kama said. 

Relief workers estimate 
100,000 people have been kil- 
led since the presidents of 
Rwanda and Burundi, both 
Hutus, were killed in a suspi- 
cious plane crash April 6. 

The deaths triggered new 
bloodletting between the 
majority Hutu and minority 
Tutsi ethnic groups and - reig- 
nited Rwanda's civil war after 
a nine-month truce. 

Both tiie government and 
the rebels declared unilateral 
ceasefires Monday, and Mr. 
Kabia said the United Nations 
delivered a terse, eight- 
paragraph proposed ceasefire 
agr eement to both sides Tues- 
day morning. There was no 
immediate response to the 
U.N. proposal. 

Mr. Kabia said the rebel 
. ceasefire declaration induded 
conditions that must be met 
within 96 hours of its beginning 
at midnight Monday. 

“Within 96 hours tbe gov-, 
eminent forces must stop all 
the killings and acts of violence 
in areas under their control,” 


he, ^^onditions also included 
a complete observance of foe 
ceasefire, joint control of foe 
Kigali Airport and the estab- 
lishment of safe corridors for 
delivering humanitarian aid, 
Mr. Kabia said. 

A U.N. source, speaking on 
condition of anonymity, said 
there was no indication foe 
army was doing anything to 
stop foe ethnic massacres in 
areas under government con- 
trol. .. 

The government said foe 
killings are being carried out 
by militias it cannot control 
and has called for joint patrols 
by the army and foe rebels to 
stop the killings, the source 

^The militias have been on a 
rampage throughout the coun- 
try and are operating basically 
in areas controlled by the gov- 
ernment forces. So there is the 
impression of connivance by 
government forces,’ 1 the 
source said. 

The source, with access to 
military reports, said foe rebels 
control the centre of Kigali and 
the north and northeast of the 
country. 


Salvador president-elect meets opposition 


SAN SALVADOR (R) — The 
winner of El Salvador’s first 
postwar presidential election, 
Armando Calderon Sol, held 
talks Monday with left-wing 
opponents to assure stability 
ana keep the country’s peace 
process alive. 

Fresh from his strong victory 
in Sunday’s runoff election, the 
right-wing lawyer met defeated 
opposition candidate Ruben 
Zamora and veteran former 


guerrilla leader Schafik Hand- 
al. 

“I believe we could talk ab- 
out the legislative priorities as 


an agenda for working 
together,” Mr. Calderon Sol 


told reporters as he came out 
of the talks. “We need to 
search for levels of unity.” 
The parliament's outgoing 
legislators were expected this 
week to approve changes pav- 
ing the way for electoral re- 


forms, an overhaul of the cor- 
rupt judicial system and other 
reforms laid out in U.N.- 
brokered peace accords that 
ended El Salvador’s 12-year 
civil war two years ago. 


The three leaders, seeking to 
return to a country sharply 
polarised by a bitter election 
campaign, also ways 

to resurrect tiie process of 
national reconciliation. 


Soldiers kill 23 in raid on Haiti slum 


PORT-AU-PRINCE (AP) — 
Soldiers massacred at least 23 
fishermen and merchants in 
the west coast city of 
Gonaives, witnesses and hu- 
man rights advocates said 
Monday. 

After raiding a stronghold of 
ousted President Jean- 
Bertrand Aristide, the soldiers 
took to rowboats and fired 
indiscriminately on people get- 
ting fish, firewood and other 
supplies from the boats, the 
witnesses said. The attack took 
place Saturday but first reports 
emerged Monday. 

The killings come as 
Washington has toughened its 
stance against the military, 
which has dominated Haiti" 
since ousting foe;elcctedjiAris-; 
tide in a 1991 cbi^-'tjp to 
3,000 people, many of them 
Aristide supporters, have been 
killed since in political vio- 
lence. 

The Gmttra administration 
says it plans to tighten an 
economic embargo on Haiti to 
pressure the mffitary to leave. 
The coup and embargo have 
combined to produce wide- 
spread suffering in the Amer- 
ica’s poorest nation, but tiie 
mffitary has enriched itself by 
dominating a black maricet for 
fuel oil smuggled in from the 
neighbouring Dominican Re- 
public. 

Residents and the pro- 


Aristide Haitian Information 
Bureau said tiie attack began 
with a raid on the dusty, sea- 
side slum of Raboteau in Gon- 
aives, 170 kilometres (105 
miles) north of the capital 
Port-Au-Prmce. The witnesses 
gave tins account: 

Soldiers saying they were 
looking for armed Aristide 
partisans foot into the air, 
roused people from their beds 
and roughed them up. No 
one was kiUed or injured. 

However,' tiie soldiers re- 
turned hours, later, at dawn 
Saturday, firing at embarking 
fishermen. They comman- 
deered rowboats and hunted 
down fishermen and merchants 
bringing in goods. 

b *TM|5lJo<fees'' washed ashore 
gf^3^dly:' > fhree Saturday and 
'af Teast~20 from Sunday to 
early Monday afternoon, said 
tbe witnesses speaking on con- 
dition of anonymity. 

By Monday, many Raboteau 
readmits had left their homes 
for fear of further attack. 

There was no immediate 
comment from state radio or 

from the militar y.” 


Gonaives led the struggle to 
topple tbe 29-year Duvaher 
family dictatorship in 1986, 
and the city was a stronghold 
of support for Mr. Aristide in 
his overwhelming electoral 
triumph in 1990. 

In recent months, however, 
the Raboteau slum has been a 
scene of struggle between Aris- 
tide supporters and militants of 
a neo-D uvalierist paramilitary 
movement, the Front for foe 
Advancement and Progress of 
Haiti (FRAPH). 


Also Monday, the U.S. 
Coast Guard shipped bade 98 Hai- 
nan boat people who had been 
intercepted trying to flee their 
troubled homeland. U.S. 
embassy spokesman StanleyJ 
Schrager said 28 of the re-T 
fugees were detained by Hair 31 
tian authorities after being re- 
patriated. 


Cardin takes?! Is- 
style to India , 


“I think this is -a continua- 
tion of foe effort to decapitate 
the democratic movement in 
Haiti,” lira Knrzban, the U.S. 
counsel for Mr. Aristide’s gov- 
ernment, told the Associated 
Press from his office in Miami. 


Under a May 1992 White 
House order, Haitian boat 
people intercepted at sea are 
returned home without a check 
to determine whether they are 
fleeing economic devastation 
or political persecution. 

The CKntoh administration 
said the direct-return policy 
keeps more Haitians from risk- 
ing their lives at sea; Aristide 
and his supporters say tiie re- 
patriations violate internation- 
al law and expose the refugees 
to retaliation. 


Armenian grip on Karabakh falters 


as heavy fighting continues 


YEREVAN (AFP) — Heavy 
fighting around the disputed 
enclave of Nagorno-Karabakh 
has seriously threatened foe 
Karabakh-Armenian army’s 
hold on foe region, observers 
of the six-year-old conflict with 
Azerbaijan said here.' 

Karabakh forces face a more 
disciplined enemy that has 
dealt them severe blows in tbe 
past two weeks of clashes along 
all fronts, while few supplies of 
fuel and other material are 
coming through the tortuous 
Lactain corridor from Arme- 
nia. 

Morale has also been hit by 
Azerbaijani air raids on the 
enclave’s capital of Stepa- 
nakert, including the alleged ' 
use of anti-personnel cluster- ■ 
bombs. 

The tired armed forces of 
tbe Armenian-populated en- 
clave within Azerbaijan are 
also short of recruits. 

“I have been here for three 
months — I don’t know when 
Til be able to rest,” said an 
exhausted military surgeon at a 
field hospital in Agdam, a key ' 
town of the eastern flank. 

Few young men walk the 
streets of Stepanakert Tbe 
handful of Armenian volun- . 
teers who arrived each day on 
foe bus from Yerevan are not 
enough to replace casualties: 

Losses of more than 200 
dead and 1,000 wounded in tbe 
recent fighting, according" to 
the estimate of a senior mffit- 
ary source in Nagorno- 
Karabakh, have severely de- 
nted the 15,000 strong force, 
which was already very thinly 
spread along tbe front fine st" 
the time of Azerbaijan’s Janu- 
ary offensive. 


Bnt the- powerful prime 
minister and head of foe Kara- 
bakh National Defence Com- 
mittee, Robert Kocharyan, 
slammed foe CSCE negotia- 
tions and Russian diplomatic 
moves, saying they only in- 
creased the bloodshed. 

Tbe Karabakh authorities 
say the deployment of a United 
Nations peacekeeping force is 
tbe best means of enforcing 
any future peace agreement. 


But only Russia — viewed 
by both sides with deep suspi- 
cion after its military aid to 
Armenia and Azerbaijan at 
different stages of a war in 
which at least 20,000 people 
have died — has offered to 

send peacekeepers. 

Ana neither the Azerbai- 
janis nor the Karabakh Arme- 
nians have budged from their 
respective negotiating posi- 
tions. The former want the 
Armenians to withdraw their 
forces before any peacekeep- 
ers arrive, while foe latter say 
the peacekeepers must Come 
first. 


The Armenians are still 
holding on but Azerbaijani 
President Gaidar Aliyev is 
pushing hard for a military 
success, mindful that all his 
predecessors fell as a result of 
military reverses m Karabakh. 

On foe ground, there is little 
spirit of compromise. Accord- 
ing to an aid official in Stepa- 
nakert, both sides routinely 
shoot prisoners. i 

Drawing heavily on a cheap 
cigarette, the surgeon in 
Agdam said: “I think this war 
is not good for us or the Azmis 
but we are fighting for our 
existence.” 


In earlier battles, tiie Kara- 
bakh army benefited from de- 
tailed knowledge of the moun- 
tainous territory, encircling 
and pounding Azerbaijani 
troops on difficult terrain. 

But its very successes which 
captured huge swathes of 
Azerbaijan territory, linked 
the enclave up with Armenia 
and brought it to the Iranian 
border mean the eastern and 
southern fronts are now lo- 
cated on flat land, leaving the 
Karabakh army more vulner- 
able to artillery, tanks and jet 
fighters. 

Aid workers who were near 
Fisuli on foe southern front, 
foe Karabakh army’s weakest 
point, said they heard shells 
famd continuously for several 
hours last week. 

Wounded soldiers recently 
returned from the front speak 
of large waves of Azerbaijani 
troops used to storm Armenian 
portions. 

Azerbaijani resolve has been 
stiffened by mercenaries from 
Afghanistan who, the 
Karabakh-Armenians say, are 
sjnmg out behind the front on 
the Azeri side with orders to 
■shoot deserters. 

The Armenians also claim . 
multinational ofl companies tn-r 
Bajoi have provided training 
and equipment for Azerbaijani 
torcesin the hope of securing a 
multi-billion dollar oil -conces- 
sion. 

The foreign minister of the 
enclave’s government, Arkady 
Goukassian, said recent nego- 
hations in Prague under foe 
JWp 5 £ ^ Minsk group of 
the Conference for Security 
^.Co opera tion in EnropJ 
(CSCE) were “constructive*? 


1944 beef dueled 
down towelc^mfe 
D-Day vets 


VERDUN, France j^VFP) 

A French couple arc planning 
to serve up a treat for veterans 
flocking to Normandy' for 
June’s D-Day commemora- 
tions — corned beef canned at 
the time of the allied landings. 
The couple from the eastern 
.Meuse region .discovered foe 
tins — apparently uBgpactnred 
— on top of a cupboard in an 
attic cleared after ffieideath of 
foe woman's sister.Jhey have 
now offered the -beef, along 
with a container of .powdered 
toothpaste, water pufjfic&tion 
tablets and a U.S. nag used to 
welcome the liberating Amer- 
ican troops, to be dgplsyed at 
the peace memorial in Caen, 
Normandy, during ffie 50th- 
anniversary celebrations, 


Group ready 
to start production 
of RU-486 carbon 


Movie popcorn ; 
added to list of ) 
fatty foods 


WASHINGTON (AFP) - 
Americans have been tofd to 
give up hamburgers;' ice cream 
and other fatty foods in favour 
of fruits and vegefabfes. ;Now 
movie-house popcorn is on the 
health hit list. The.Genhfe for 
Science in the Publictfaterest. 
a Washington think tank; sent 
samples of popcorn fro® 
movie theatres to feudatories 
and discovered that ' the aver- 
age bag is packed with calorics 
and fat. The problem that 
most theatres use coconut oil 
to pop their popfeotit.' rather 
than air-popping it or using 
canola oil. A 16-cup bucket of 
popcorn made with coconut oil 
had 901 calories and twice tbe 
daily limit of fat. The buttered 
popcorn i$ even worse — ^ 
four days worth of fat ;in * 
single bag. The centre ipg* 
‘movie patrons who cannot part 
up popcorn to popf ’their 5 0 "® 
and sneak it into foe mdvfes. 
But one theatre-owner^, de- 
fended the use of coconut oil 
“Most people ask uwtfhy 
can’t get their home? popwn» 
to taste as good b fofeatf* 
popcorn. The answer is Ooeo- 
nut oil,” said Howard LfcM' 
man, executive vice ^president 
for marketing for Cinepte* 
Odeon. 



PARIS (AFP) — French 
fashion designer Pierre Cardin 
has left for India to open (Ju- 
din shops in Bombay, New 
Delhi and Calcutta, sources 
dose to the company said 
Tuesday. Cardin pby»$ to open 
about 40 shops in India fry 1995 
through his firm Pierre Cardin 
Fashions Private Liraited.-It is 
the first French fashion house 
to establish such a presents in 
the Indian market. Ckrdm left 
Paris Mcmdayj Ttaerisompaay 
has signed contractsfirifo foe 
French government Covering 
textiles, ready-to-wear clothing 
and perfume. Fashion shows 
are to be beldin New:Delhi on 
May 2 and in Bora bay on ^May 
4. Pierre Cardin has visited 
India many times during the 
last 30 years. “I wentio India 
when there was no business to 
be done. Time has proved me 
right,” be said. Cardin. was also 
to visit Beijing for the second 
international clothing i and 
accessories fair known as 
“Otic 94” from April 27 to 
May 1 where he was to present 
cotton tropical * clothing for 
men and women. Cardin has 
signed more than 25 -con tofts 
wnth China. ^ 
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NEW YORK (AP* — An 
abortion rights group tas 
signed an agreement wires an 
unidentified overseasmanufac- 
turer to produce a* generic 
equivalent of the RU-486 abor- 
tion pill. The duplicate drag 
could be- ready for human trials 
by the -end -of this, yea r r said 
Lawrence. Lader, president of 
Abortion Rights MobQisatkm 
(ARM). Abortion opponents 
have fought to keep iUMS 1 .’ 
out of the United States, ob- 
jecting to it just as much as to 
surgical abortion. ARM 
announced in April 1993 that 
its researchers had. explicated 
the drug. The organisation 
spent the last year raising 
money, finding a manufacturer 
and consulting with the U.S. 
Food and Drug Administra- 
tion, Mr. Lader said. The 
agreement with the manufac- 
turer, which Mr. Lado: refused 
to identify, was signed last 
week. “We hope to feave.dos- 
ages for testing ready in fere to 
six months,” Mr. Lader «akL 
“The animal tests should be 
two months later, foeif tbe 
FDA is supposed to mdee a 
decision within a months and 
with luck, we'll begin hwsa 
testing by foe end of tbe yjri^ ? ” 
RU-486’s manufacturer, 
Roussel-Udaf of France,' be- 
gan negotiating a year ago to 
.make foe drug available in tbe 
United States for testing 
through the Population Goan- 
dl, an international' research 
organisation. 
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1993 soccer championship to be 
remembered for setting records 


By Aken Bannayan 

r : ; Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The recently- 

- : concluded 1993 soccer season 
■will be one that will be remera- 

. -bercd for setting quite a few 
wcords in Jordanian sports 1 
archives and record books. 
i-1. While many teams will look 
-. ’iBpon it as a season that re- 
fleeted their ambitions and 
..*• .■ efforts, the 1993 competition 
. 1 seemed merciless in ruling that 
.-. lour' teams would be relegated 
• the second division. The 
victims were A1 Baqaa, Fuheis, 

: S ah a b and A1 Yannonk. 

. At the other end of the 
standings, A1 Faisati won their 
-25th division title with 57 

points in the overall standings, 

■ ; a record 16 points away from 
runners op A 1 WEhdaL 
• The titleholders ended the 
..•-.season with a remarkable 51 
goals, cancelling the previous 
record of 47 goals by A1 
-..-^kamtha in 1981. 

A1 Faisali also maintained 
the most consistent form 
among the 12 competing 
■ teams, winning 17 of their 22 
marches, drawing in only two 
' and losing only 1-0 to A] Hus- 
sein. 

7 The Kingdom’s champions 

- also won the cup winners' cup 
' - and the Jordan Cup titles, leav- 

- ing only the Federation Shield 
tide to A] Ramtha. 

AI Faisali's star Jiryes Tad- 
ros added another record to his 
' team’s achievements when he 
Won the best striker award with 
: ' 19 goals. 

- • However, the sad violence 
’ incidents on the final day of the 
-V 22-week-old competition 
7- ‘ which ended Friday will also be 
- : : recorded as the worst in Jorda- 
1 nian sports. 

1 Following Friday’s scuffle 
•-•’-between players from Al 
1 Wihdat and Al Faisali, and the 
; unruly actions of the attending 
' ■ fans who ravaged the newly- 

renovated Amman Interna- 
tional Stadium, the Jordan 
Soccer Federation (JSF) took a 
• number of decisions to redress 
die unsportsmanlike actions. 

Hence Al Faisali’s Rateb Al 
. . Awadat, and Al Wihdat’s 
. ■ | Ima d Al Zaghal were banned 
• . * for life, while Al Wihdat's 
Jihad Abdul Munem, Samer 
. Bahloz and Ali Mahmoud got 
• : -a three-month suspension. A 
• ,-L JD 1060 fine was imposed on 
Al Wihdat who will share with 
Al Faisali the cost of all dam-.', 
! • ages to the stadium estimated.. 



Top scorer Jiryes Tadros 


at JD 6,000-8,000. 

The JSF also considered as 
final Al Faisali's 2-0 win over 
Al Wihdat, and decided to 
cancel the scheduled April 29 
exhibition match between the 
top two teams when Al Faisali 
were to be officially crowned 
the Kingdom’s champions. 

Al Wihdat ended the season 
in second place with 41 points 
after winning only nine match- 
es with a comparatively low 
25-22 scoring record. Al 
Wihdat last won the first divi- 
sion title in 1991 , and the cup 
winner’s cup in 1992. 

AI Wihdat faced the prob- 
lem of a mutiny of veteran 
players in the first leg of the 
competition. However their 
younger lineup of players 
seemed to do better and man- 
aged to sustain their team’s 
competitive form. 

AI Hussein maintained their 
top-three standing throughout 
most of the season despite los- 
ing to Al Baqaa, Sahab and 
Arabi in the final weeks. 

Fourth-placed Al Qadissieh 
will be remembered most for 
being the best team throughout 
most of the second leg before 
losing 5-1 to Al Baqaa, and 3-2 
to Al Jazireh. 

Their key player Mustafa 
Adam finished second as top 
striker with 16 goals. 

Al Ahli were favoured to 
win second place before they 
became one of the teams that 
lost most points in the second 
leg to finish fifth. 

Al Arabi finished in a half- 
way position after drawing 
with Al Wihdat and Al Qadis- 
sieh, and defeating Al 
Ramtha, Al Hussein and Al 
Ahli in the second leg. 

Af Ramtha upset their fans 
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GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
& TAN HAH HIRSCH 
IK 993 TflBune MttM SanKM. he 


DON'T TRT FOB THE IMPOSSIBLE 


N<dthei vulnerable. West deals. 
NORTH 

* A 9 4 3 
9 J6 4 

s> Q 7 

* A 9 8 2 

WEST EAST 

4 8 6 * K 2 

<7 AK Q 99872 

CJX0 98 06643 

4 10 7 6 3 * K J 5 

SOUTH 

* Q J 10 7 6 
9 10 5 3 

O A K 2 
*Q4 
The bidding: 

.Wart North East South 

Pass Pass Pass I * 

Pass 3 * Pass Pass 

Psss 

Opening lead: King of *3 
The Seabees proclaim that they 
nm do the impossible i mmediate ly- 

Perhaps. But the prudent bridge 
player wiQ steer clear of the impossi- 
ble in favor of Borne line that is more 
likely to bring home the bacon. _ 

With a d»"d minimum opening 
bid indudmg an insufficiently 
guarded honor, nothing short of a 
jump shift was going to make South 
bid a tame. North's hand was 

not good enough for anything that 


dramatic. 

West led the king, ace and queen 
of hearts, then shifted to ihe jack of 
diamonds. Since there was a sure 
club loser on the hand, declarer won 
the diamrind in band and ran the 
queen of trumps— down one “It was 
a 50 percent shot, partner," re- 
marked South. 

Declarer’s mathematics wen 
faulty. West, a passed hand, had 
already shown up with 10 high-card 
points. Adding either black-suit 
irin E to West's holding would have 
marfe it a full opening bid, so East 
was marked with both. 

Other than dropping a singleton 
Irfng of trumps offside, only one pos- 
sible distribution would permit de- 
clarer to land the contract. East had 
to hold a doubleton king of spades, 
so that the partacore could be made 
with a throw-in play. 

Declarer should win the diamond 
shift in dummy, cash the ace of 
spades and ace-king of dia mon d s , 
then exit with a trump. In with the 
king of spades, East has a choice of 
losing options— e dub would allow 
declarer's queen to win and a red 
suit would permit declarer to dis- 
card a chib from band while ruffing 
on the table. Either way, declarer 
would not lose a club. 


- 


POSTPONED 

Designer Hana Sadeq Beraudo announces 
the postponement of her fashion show origi- 
nally scheduled for 6:30 tomghf at Phi- 
ladelphia Hotel until May 7, 1994. 




furnished apartment 

for rent 

135 square . 

heating, telephone and garage. 

Call 862862 


and only' remained m tire first 
division after tireir 2-1 win over 
Al Ahli in their final match. 

The team lost its former 
form after their disappointing 
results ax the Arab Club's 
Championship in Jeddah in 
November. Many players then 
deserted tire team after rows 
with the coach and manage- 
ment. The dob is therefore 
content with keeping its place 
m tire division. 

Ai Jazireh made a strong 
comeback after defeating Al 
Yannonk, Al Baqaa, AI 
Qadissieb and Al AbK and 
drawing with AI Faisali and Al 
Hussein before surprisingly 
losing 4-3 to S ah afr to fin?ri) 
eighth. 

Among the relegated teams, 
Al Baqaa seems to be the one 
that could have just made it if 
Al Arabi, Al Ramtha or Ai 
Qadissieb had different results 
In tire final week. 

Al Baqaa won the admira- 
tion of soccer fans with their 
unrelenting spirit and tireir vic- 
tories of 5-1 over Al Qadissieb, 
2-0 over Al Hussein, 4-2 over 
Al Ramtha and draws with Al 
Ahli and Al Wihdat. 

With the relegation of Al 
Baqaa, Sabah, Fuhets and Al 
Yarraook, four new ream* will 
join the 1994 competition. 
They are Al Karmel, Al Jed. 
Shabab Al Hussein, and Kufr- 
sotun. 

The top scorer* of each team 
came as follows: 

Al Faisali 

Jiryes Tadros (19), Firas Al 
Khalaileh (7), Jaafar Hamad 
( 6 ). 

Al Wihdat 

Marwan Al Shamali (9), 
Hisham Abdul Mun’em (4). 
Al Hussein 

Aref Hussein (9), Mohammad 
Shweiter (6), Munib Ghar- 
aibeh (5). 

Al Qadissieh 

Mustafa Adam (16). Ra’d Al 
Momani (8). Ismail Awadaz 

(3). 

Al Ahli 

Nart Yadaj (8), Amer Waii 
(6), Khalil Fataftah (5). 

Al Arabi 

Mohammad Al Alawnefa (20), 
Ahmad Subfa (6), Ayman Al 
Omari (5). 

Ai Ramtha 

Khaled Al Aqqouri (10), Bad- 
ran Al Shaqran (7), Mouaffaq 
Abu Hdeib (4). 

Al Jazireh 
Murad Hasan (9] 

Sahieb and Simon 
Riyad Azmi and Maher 
Magharbeh (3) 

Al 


Riyad Dias (7), Khaled Faiefa 
(5), Ismail ." 

Sahab 


Jaramneh (3). 


Mohammad Al Asbhab (10), 
Mohammad Oddi and Ghaleb 
Rami (4). Mohammad Abdul 
Rahman (3) 

Fuheis 

Khader Mubarak and Wa’ed 
Suweis (7) 

Al Yarmouk 

Khaled Yousef (8), Moham- 
mad Abu Taleb (5), Abdul 
Fattah Abbadi (3). 


Olympic 
champion 
admits 
to doping 

BONN (R) — - Former Olym- 
pic javelin champion Ruth 
Fuchs of East Germany admit- 
ted Tuesday she took steroids 
on her way to two gold medals 
in the 1970s but said she had no 
bad conscience about it. 

In 'an interview with Reu- 
ters, Fuchs, the 1972 and 1976 
Olympic champion who also 
won the European cham- 
pionship titles in 1974 and 
1978, said she had taken tire 
anabolic steroid oral-rarinabol 
during tough winter power 
■training from 1972 to 2980. 

“It was a drug to regenerate 
my body because of the hard 
training I had in winter, 
Fuchs said. “But it ms not a 
drag that manipulated my per- 
formances. I knew I was doing 
something that was not 
allowed.. .but I was convinced 
that other athletes were doing 
it.” 


NBA survives without 
Michael Jordan 


WASHINGTON (AFP) - 
U.S. basketball fans disco- 
vered there is life after Michael 
Jordan. It’s just much less pre- 
dictable. 

Jordan’s parting gift to the 
National Basketball Associa- 
tion (NBA) has been the most 
exciting title race in 15 years. 
A record 10 clubs with 50 or 
more victories are legitimate 
title threats in the playoff chase 
beginning Thursday. 

Jordan’s Chicago Bulls were 
overwhelming favourites after 
winning their third straight 
NBA crown last year, but his 
retirement last October robbed 
the league of a clear front- 
runner. 

Seattle had the league’s best 
record at 63-19. New York and 
Houston both had 15-game win 
streaks while Atlanta won 14 in 
a row. Chicago, expected to 
struggle without Jordan, won 
55 games, only two fewer than 
last year. 

“People anticipated we were 
just going to pass away without 
Michael, Chicago’s Scottic 
Pippen said. “Everybody anti- 
cipated Chicago would fall 
aside and the knicks would just ' 
take off. The Knicks had u 
great season. It's just other 
teams have had a great season 
around them.” 

Without Jordan's aerial 
moves, tall men in the middle 
became the NBA’s centre of 
attention. San Antonio's 
David Robinson ■ won the 
league scoring title, hitting an 
astounding 71 points in his 
final game to edge out Orlan- 
do’s Shaquille O'Neal. Robin- 
son became the first centre 
since Bob McAdoo in 1976 to 
lead NBA scorers, taking the 
throne Jordan owned for the 
previous seven years. 

Orlando’s O’Neal took Jor- 
dan's role as the league's top 
attraction and endorsement 
king. The Magic sold out 35 of 
41 road games and O'Neal was 
popularised in several televi- 
sion commercials. O'Neal,, 
second in points and rebounds, 
sparked the youthful Magic to 
their first playoff berth. 

Seattle were among several 
dubs searching in vain for the 
respect given Jordan’s title 
teams. 

“We ain’t never going to get 
no respect so we don't worry 
about that,” Seattle guard 
Gary Payton said. “It’s fine. 
We don’t need the hype. When 
we win the championship, 
they’re going to say. ‘where did 
JLhat team come from?” 

NBA scoring dropped to its 
lowest level m 40 years as 
defence became vital for top 
teams. Only NBA scoring 
leaders Phoenix won with an 



Michael Jordan 

offensive emphasis/ 

The Sonics stressed team 
[day on offense and defence, 
produdng six double-figure 
scorers and a pressuring de- 
fence. A trade with Indiana for 
Germany's Detlef Schrempf as 
the season began was crucial. 

“Detlef was the final piece 
of the puzzle," Seanle coach 
George Karl said. "He brought 
just what we needed to com- 
plement Shawn's play under- 
neath. We feel good about our 
chances." 

New faces bolstered other 
hopefuls. San Antonio brought 
in Dennis Rodman from De- 
troit and he led NBA rebound- 
ers for a third straight year, 
pulling down 17 a game. Atlan- 
ta sent Veteran Dominique 
Wilkins to the Los Angeles 
Clippers for Danny Manning 
and won the Eastern Confer^ 
ence for the first time ever. 

“Bringing Danny here has 
fired up a lot/ Atlanta centre 
Kevin Willis said. “Nique was 
very important, but Danny has 
meant a lot to the team. The 
chemistry is very good/* 

Overseas players made their 
mark on the NBA, paced by 
Schrempf, Croatians Toni 
Kukoc of Chicago and Dino 
Radja of Boston, Australia’s 
Luc Longley for Chicago, 
Dutchman Rik Stnits of Indi- 
ana. Nigerian-born Hakeem 
Olajuwon of Houston and De- 
nver’s Dikembc Mutombo. the 
NBA blocked shots leader 
from Zaire. 

Detroit, Boston and the Los 
Angeles Lakers, dominant in 
the 1980s, all finished out of 
the playoffs, ending post-sea- 
son appearance streaks of 10, 
14 and 17 years respectively. 

Magic Johnson returned to 
coach the Lakers for their final 
16 games, but was unhappy 
about selfish attitudes and 
vowed never to coach again. 
Other coaches fared better. 
Golden Stated .Don .Nelson 
won his 800th game. New 
York's Pat Riley coached his 
700th victory and journeyman 
Larry Brown revived Indiana. 
They and Karl led coach of the 
year hopefuls. 


ART tourney postponed 


By Aken Bannayan 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Jordan Basket- 
ball Federation (J3F) Presi- 
dent Awwad Haddad Tues- 
day announced that the Arab 
Radio and Television (ART) 
Basketball Tournament 
would be postponed until 
further notice. 

The announcement comes 
only a week before the 
tournament was scheduled to 
begin at the Sports Palace 
with 13 top Arab teams tak- 
ing pan. 

At a press conference at 
JBF headquarters, Mr. Had- 
dad noted that the tourna- 
ment would not be cancelled 
and would probably take 
place in August. 

The announcement comes 
as quite a surprise as the 
event was widely publicised 
and fans were anticipating an 
action-packed tournament 
that would have brought 
together a host of the best 
teams in the Arab World. 

The JBF president ex- 
plained that the main reason 
for the surprise postpone- 
ment was the unexpected 
enormous cost of live satellite 
television coverage. 

“ART have opted to post- 
pone their championship un- 
til the commencement of 
transmission of their satellite 
channel from Amman in 
July. That would greatly de- 
duct the added cost of trans- 
mission/' he said. 

Tire championship which 
was to be televised all over 
the satellite channels was ex- 
pected to cost ART over JD 


120,000 as they had under- 
taken the complete spon- 
sorship of the event, includ- 
ing travel, accommodation, 
and ail expenses related to 
the tournament. However 
satellite transmission was not 
discussed until recently, and 
it turned out it would add 
another JD 140,000 to the 
expenses. 

The JBF president, who 
heads the tournament's ex- 
ecutive committee, said pre- 
parations were well on course 
for holding the first-of-i»- 
kind event, and ali officials 
had put up a concerted effort 
to hold a successful tourna- 
ment that would “very much 
enhance relations between 
various Arab federations and 
dubs and also seise Jorda- 
nian basketball and give a big 
boost to organisers, referees, 
players and fans/* 

The teams which had con- 
firmed their participation 
were: Al Ahli and Al 
Zamalek as well as Arab 
dubs’ champions Al Jazireh 
from Egypt, two teams from 
Bahrain including Al Man- 
amah who are champions of 
the Guif Cooperation Coun- 
cil, Lebanese league cham- 
pions A l Riyadi and cup win- 
ners Al Hikmeh, one team 
from each uf Qatar, the Un- 
ited Arab Emirates, Algeria, 
Tunisia in addition to the 
Kingdom's top teams — .-\l 
.Ahli and Al Orthodox!. 

During the tournament, 
Jordanian basketball super- 
star Murad Baraka: was to 
officially retire from competi- 
tive basketball. 

A special booklet was also 


being prepared for the occa- 
sion citing Barakats long 
basketball rareer during 
which he repivsenicd Jordan 
in over 300 ’Hatches for th« 
national as well os military 
teams and led Al Orthodox 
during their undisputed 
domination of the basketball 
scene throughout the cightta 
before losing it to all titn«. 
nvals Al Aftli in 1990, 1993 
and 1993. 

Mr. H add : d explained that 
the JBF understood ART*| 
decision although the post- 
ponement pul the JBF in g 
very difficult position cipf* 
dally since many teams had 
confirmed their partidpatton 

“We even heard that com- 
petitions in Tunisia a »4 
Lebanon were recently 
cheduled to allow their teams 
so take pan in the AR*jT 
tournament.” he added. 

Mr. Haddad emphasise^ 
that the postponement 

unfavourable, but expresyj 
hope that tuture cooperation 
with ART would he fruitful 

“We are sure that ART 
will cooperate m sponsor tt^ 
Jordanian sponr.. especially 
the national basketball 
teams/* he said. 

Mr. Haddad said that the 
JBFs budget had a deficit of 
over JD 100,(kM that would 
hopefully he cosered by 
understanding sponsors 

He crtetl JBFs, previous 
All-Star tournament which 
was sponsored b> car dealers 
who later shieJ awuv after 
Jordan Television refused to 
air i he matches when teams 
were to carry the names of 
their sponsoring companies 


Graf bemoans life without Seles 


HAMBURG, Germany (AFP) 
— Steffi Graff bemoaned the 
lack of competition in women's 
tennis here Tuesday as she lost, 
just 12 points in a 6-0, 6-0 
destruction of Silke Frank! in 
the first round of the Citizen 
Cup. 

Graf said she was not con- 
cerned about playing on the 
anniversary of the Monica 
Seles stabbing here last year, 
before taking a sideswipe at 
her would-be challengers. 

She said: "Despite the cir- 
cumstances last year, once I 
went on the court 1 didn’t 
really look back. I haven’t real- 
ly noticed any talk about it, 
except with the press. 

‘Tin trying to do ray best* 
and work as hard as 1 can. and 
if I don’t have the competition 
there's nothing I can do about 
it. I can just hope it will change 
in the future. Even though the 
beginning of this year looks 
very one-sided that can change 


very quickly." 

"But I’m surprised there’s 
not more competition. 1 ex- 
pected quite a few other play- 
ers to show more improvement 
from a couple of years ago." 

The German was watched by 
a handful of international jour- 
nalists but she made sure the 
match against her compatriot 
was entirely free of any drama, 
either on court or off it. 

Grafs wm took a mere 35 
minutes, clinching the final 
three games without a point. 

Still without former world 
number one Seles to test her, 
she has only dropped one set 
this year, to Natalia Zvereva in 
the Upton final last month, 
and- has been defeated onlv 



Steffi Graf 

scraping through 4-6. 6-3. 7-6. 
(7-4). 

Sanchez Vicario had to have 
treatment to a knee injury dur- 
ing the first set and blamed the 


once since losing last year's. • injury for her poor show. 


final here to Arantxa Sanchez 
Vicario. 

The Spaniard, seeded 
second against Bulgarian quali- 
fier Elena Wagner, survived a 
2hr 40min. challenge before 


She didn't have anything to 
lose and played a very good 
match. But on my side, my 
knee bothered me a lot and I 
was worried before the match 
whether 1 could play." 


Morocco look set for early exit this time around 


By Mimoun Dark 

Reuters 

RABAT — If FIFA delegates 
had voted differently in 1988 
the world's elite players could 
now be preparing for the 
World Cup finals in Morocco 
rather than in the United 
States. 

The north African kingdom 
were the only serious conten- 
ders to the U.S. when the vote 
was taken six years ago to 
decide the host nation for the 
1994 finals. 

The United States collected 
10 votes. Morocco seven and 
Brazil just two. 

Although the United States 
could not be matched in terms 
of communications, facilities 
and marketing opportunities, 
they were a poor second to the 
Moroccans in their passion for 
the game. 

Unfortunately for Morocco, 
that was not enough to enable 
them to clinch the vote needed 
to stage the event. 

Morocco realistically lacks 
the infrastructure to stage an 
event as huge as the World 
Cup and few Moroccans ever 
thought they really would host 
the tournament. 

What they are far more up- 
set about is losing to West 
Germany in the dying seconds 
of their second round clash in 
Monterrey in Mexico in 1986 
when they were beaten 1-0 by 
an 89th minute Lothar Matth- 
aus free-kick. 

Whether Morocco will have 
a chance to get over that dis- 
appointment this summer is 
debatable. 

They were drawn in a lough 
first round group along with 
Belgium, the Netherlands and 


Saudi Arabia and could well 
struggle to make the second 
tound this time. 

When the draw was 
announced a local daily head- 
lined its story from Las Vegas: 
"Groan." 

Morocco are hoping to adv- 
ance by being one of the four 
best third-placed finishers, 
scratching out a draw with 
European sides and then beat- 
ing the Saudis by as big a 
margin as possible. 

Coincidentally Morocco and 
Saudi Arabia have already met 
each other in international 
competition in the United 
States. In 1984 Morocco beat 
the Saudi 1-0 in the first round 
of the Los Angeles Olympics 
soccer competition at the Rose 
Bowl in Pasadena, the venue 
for this summer's final. 

This will be Morocco's third 
appearance in the World Cup 
following their debut in Mex- 
ico in 1970 and their creditable 
showing back in Mexico 16 
years later when they drew 
with Poland and England be- 
fore beating Portugal 3-1 to top 
their first round group. 

But their squad this year 
looks like being the weakest to 
represent the country so far. 

Coach Abdella “Blinda" 
Ajri has been rebuilding the 
side since he took over from 
Abdelhalek Louzani following 
the completion of the qual- 
ifying competition, and unlike 
Louzani, is keen to use as 
many players now based in 


Europe as he can. 

But there are no players as 
good as 1986 heroes like strik- 
ers Aziz Boudcrbala, Merry 
Krimou and Mustapha Had- 
daoui. or keeper Baddou Zaki. 
who all went professional in 
France, Spain or Portugal. 

The genera] feeling in Afri- 
can circles is that if Zambia 
had not lost their first-choice 
squad in an air crash April 2S. 
1993, they would have qual- 
ified for the fianls in place of 
Morocco, but in the event. 
Morocco clinched the place 
with a 1-0 home win over 
Zambia in their final qualifier 
last October. 

And the Moroccan results in 
their training matches so far 
tends to bear out that Morocco 
is a weak side. 

They were beaten 1-0 in 
France in December by both 
first division Nantes and 
second division Nancy, and 
were held to 1-1 draws bv 
Egypt and the United Arab 
Emirates in the UAE tourna- 
ment in January. 

On March 23 they had what 
local sports writers called an 
"unconvincing'' 2-1 as ay win in 
Luxembourg and have general- 
ly failed to impress. They lost 
again Wednesday when Argen- 
tina beat them 3-1 in Argenti- 
na. although the Moroccans 
did trouble the South Amer- 
icans with some dangerous fast 
counter-attacks play. 

The squad will spend the 
month of May in France play- 


ing against minor league clubs 
to create "harmony among the 
players" according to the 
coach. 

His main problem is coordi- 
nating teamwork between pro- 
fessionals with teams in 
Europe who it is hoped will 
stiffen the hack hone of the 
other members of the selection 
with less international experi- 
ence. 

Blinda will have to knit his 
home-based players in with a 
dozen players from European 
clubs like Mustapha Hajji 
(Nancy 1. Mohamed Chaouch 
(Nice ) . Ismael Triki 
(Chateaurnux). Mustapha 
Haddou j Angers), Aziz Ouali 
(Bastiat. Abdallah Nucer 
(Bruces). Rachid Azzouzi 
(Duisburg), and fta&tn Nadir 
(Farensc). 

Players from at home and 
abroad have barely played 
together and Blinda seems in a 
quandary over who to select 
and is tight-lipped about hi.s 
final 22. 

But there are a few certain- 
ties. Among them are the spec- 


tacular and athletic keeper 
Khalil Azmi of the Casablanca 
Raja Club, left-footed striker 
Rachid Daoudi of Wydud. a 
specialist in accurate free kicks 
and corners, and the cool- 
headed defender Nourredine 
Nay bet. who plays with 
Nantes. 

Also sure to be in New York 
and Orlando is the talented 
Nancy striker Mustapha Hajji. 
who left Morocco as a young 
'child, but decided to play for 
his homeland rather than 
France. 

The Moroccans are hoping 
that the hot and humid climate 
'rill favour them, particularly 
in Florida which is on the same 
latitude as Morocco If that 
does not help they always have 
"banka", the local word for 
good luck. 

Local r.pons commentators 
sav they will need a lot of 
hiraka when they meet Bel- 
gium June 7. Saudi Arabia 
June 23 and the Dutch June 29, 
because as one wrote "We 
don't have anyone really good 
at scoring goals " 


WANTED 

Furn;sried apartment with one bedroom, living room, 
kitchen and bathroom, with central heating. Between 
5th anc 7th Circles, Sweifiyeh, Um Uthaina 

Please contact tei.: 685732/ 

680763 between 8:00-14:00 p.m. 


-CAR FOR SALE. 


The United Nations Development Programme 
(UNDP) announces the sale of a 1986 Peugot 
505SR car. Duty unpaid. 

Delivery at Amman Customs Office, through sea- 
led envelope offers addressed to the managing 
director. 

For those willing to examine the car, it is 
now parked at the Customs Office in 
Shmefsani, near Al Shmeisanl Hospital, 
during office hours (from 8 a.m. till 2 p.m.) 
for one week. 



DISCOUNT ON ALL 



TENNfiS , SQUASH RACQUETS, 
SHOES & SPORT WEARS 

WADI SAQRA BOOKSHOP TEL:633379 



INTERIOR DESIGNER WANTED 

- Full-time. 

-2-3 years work experience 

- Preferably ability to work on autocad 

Please call te!.: 614379 


Brand New Super Deluxe Furnished 
Apartment on First Floor 
For Rent in Um Uthaina 


J 200 square metres, consisting of three master 
bedrooms, three bathrooms, two salons, two 
balconies, laundry room, kilchen. garage, tele- 
phone, central heating, lift. 

Please call tel. 862733 after 11 a.m. 
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Israel, PLO report 


deal delayed further 


CAIRO (Agencies) — The 
chief delegates to Israel- 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO) negotiations con- 
ceded Tuesday that negotia- 
tions will drag into next week, 
further delaying the start of 
Israel's withdrawal from the 
Gaza Strip and Jericho. 

The judgments by Israeli 
Major General Amnon Shahak 
T Jid the PLO's Nabil Shaath 
reversed earlier optimism ab- 
out a signing early next week 
of an agreement on starting 
limited Palestinian self-rule in 
the two areas. 

* “There is a long list of issues 
that still need answers. I don't 
think it will end this week," 
Gen. Shahak told reporters. 
“If we don’t finish, we will 
come here next week.” 

Still, both Dr. Shaath and 
Gen. Shahak insisted an agree- 
ment was nearly at hand. 

Gen. Shahak said nego- 
tiators were concluding talks 
on two major obstacles, secur- 
ity and legal jurisdiction in the 
self-rule zones. Dr. Shaath said 
he could not discuss a third 
dispute on freeing Palestinian 
prisoners because “we are 
making progress.” 

The issues still tying up 
agreement are: 

— Crossing points for Jewish 
settlers going from Gaza to 
Israel and the passage of 
Palestinians through Israeli 
territory on the 100 kilometres 
between Gaza and Jericho. 

— Whether Israel or Palesti- 
nians will have legal jurisdic- 
tion over Israelis and fore- 
igners who are accused of 
crimes in the self-rule zones. 

— Release of Palestinian 
prisoners beyond 5,000 already 
agreed on. ’ The PLO wants 
freedom for all; Israel is refus- 
ing to release members of 
Hamas, which opposes the 
peace talks, or those who com- 
mitted violent crimes. 

Dr. Shaath said both sides 
were doing their best “to finish 
as soon as possible.” 

Israel and the PLO would 
continue discussion of the out- 
standing points immediately 
after an accord had been 
"signed. Dr. Shaath said. 

Dr. Shaath said: “We may 
delay these (points) beyond 
the signature day, but that will 
not leave anything important.'' 

. He said last week nego- 
tiators had agreed a final 
accord would be ready for sign- 
ing between May 2 and 4. 


Under the declaration of 
principles signed in September 
Israel was due to complete a 
withdrawal from the Gaza 
Strip and West Bank town of 
Jericho by April 13. 

Gen. Shahak said Israel and 
the PLO were “not deeply 
divided over fundamental 
questions, but there are a huge 
number of points which need 
to be resolved, and some risk 
posing problems.” 

Earlier be stressed that 
security and the scope of 
Palestinian jurisdiction had to 
be settled before an accord was 
signed. An agreement on juris- 
diction was close, he added. 

Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin also said security mat- 
ters could not be left until 
later. 

“We do not have to settle all 
the outstanding differences... 
on the other hand it is impossi- 
ble to put off until later ques- 
tions relating to security,” he 
told Israeli Radio from Mos- 
cow. 

Among questions which 
could be delayed where the 
definition of an “international 
presence" in Gaza and Jericho 
as is railed for under the dec- 
laration of principles. 

“It would be a shame to lose 
time over that," Mr. Rabin 
said, adding that certain eco- 
nomic problems would also be 
left out for the time being. 

Dr. Shaath said he hoped 
U.S. Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher's forthcoming visit 
to Cairo would “help to reduce 
the list of points” on which 
Israel and the PLO were still 
divided. 

PLO Chairman Yasser Ara- 
fat is due to hold talks with Mr. 
Christopher and Egyptian 
President Hosni Mubarak in 
Cairo Thursday. 

Egyptian Foreign Minister 
Amr Musa said a joint meeting 
between Mr. Christopher, Mr. 
Mubarak and Israeli Foreign 
Minister Shimon Peres was 
“possible, but nothing has 
been decided yet." 

Mr. Peres said Monday the 
two sides must finalise an 
accord by the end of this week. 
“The negotiations must not go 
on forever. We must wrap 
them up at the end of this week 
and achieve a settlement,” he 
said. 

However, Dr. Shaath 
echoed Gen. Shahak’s caution 
Tuesday regarding the prog- 
ress of the negotiations, noting 1 


that a draft accord would still 
have to be submitted to the 
Israeli and PLO leaders before 
being given the finishing 
toadies. 

Mr. Arafat and Mr. Rabin 
are expected to finalise agree- 
ment on certain key points, 
including the size of the auton- 
omous Jericho area. 

Mr. Arafat handed Russian 
Ambassador to Tunis Boris 
Shi burin a message addressed 
to President Boris Yeltsin 
Tuesday on the progress of the 
autonomy negotiations and the 
Middle East peace process. 

Last week Mr. Arafat met 
Mr. Yeltsin in Moscow and 
reportedly urged him to put 
pressure on Mr. Rabin to 
speed up implementation of 
the declaration of principles. 

A senior PLO official said 
meanwhile elections for a 
Palestinian authority in the 
autonomous Gaza Strip and 
Jericho, which are scheduled 
for July 13, are unlikely to be 
held before mid-October. 

Saeb Erakat, head of the 
Palestinian election commit- 
tee, said delays in im- 
plementing the Sept. 13 auton- 
omy accord had set back elec- 
tion plans. 

“We will do our homework 
regardless,” Dr. Erakat told 
AFP in his office at the PLO 
headquarters in Jerusalem. 

“We know we can't hold 
elections without having the 
negotiations finalised. 

“But, we will prepare 
ourselves and show the world 
we are ready, regardless, ready 
for elections no later than Oct. 
IS” 

He said preparations had be- 
gun for elections to a legisla- 
tive council of 100 members. 

About 80 members of an 
executive Palestinian National 
Authority would also be 
elected, with the rest 
appointed by Mr. Arafat. 

The European Union, along 
with Japan, Canada, the Un- 
ited States, Russia and die 
Scandinavian countries will 
monitor the campaign and vot- 
ing. 


Europe is also training some 
.000 Pali 


6,000 Palestinian administra- 
tors for the elections. An initial 
group of 30 Palestinians are to 
.go to Germany for training 

early next month 

“We are finalising now to 
present die leadership with onr 

(Continued on page 3) 


Troops kill one in Hebron; 
2 Israeli Arabs held in blast 


HEBRON, occupied West 
Bank (Agencies) — Demon- 
strations broke out in Hebron 
Tuesday after soldiers killed a 
Palestinian they said tried to 
stab a trooper. Locals said the 
shooting was up revoked. 

Also Tuesday, die Islamic 
Resistance Movement, Hamas 
claimed responsibility for kill- 
ling an Israeli soldier and offi- 
cials said two Israeli Arabs 
were among 27 Palestinians 
arrested overnight for a suicide 
bombing of a bus two weeks 
ago. 

* Police identified the two 
Arabs as Atef Kabaha, 46. and 
Majed Kabaha, 48, from the 
Arab village of Barta that 
straddles the West Bank and 
Israel. 

Atef is suspected of taking 
the assailant to the northern 
town of Hadera on April 13, 


where he set off the bomb that 
killed five Israelis. Majed is 
of conspiracy, sad 
spokesman Eric Bar- 

Cben. 

The alleged involvement of 
Israeli Arabs raised an outcry, 
causing Foreign Minister Shi- 
mon Peres to chide reporters 
for making ethnic origins an 


shot him from a metre away. 

“It was an execution, a de- 
liberate shooting without pro- 
vocation,” said Fayzeh Ismail 
Kafisheh, a school teacher who 
saw the incident from her bal- 


“When someone is guilty, 
just one person is guilty, let's 
not blame all Arabs,” he said. 

In Hebron, seveji people 
were injured when soldiers 
opened fire to disperse demon- 
strations that erupted after 
Kamel Hussein Uridad, 35, a 
shoemaker from Dahariya vil- 
lage south of Hebron, was shot 
dead. 

Witnesses said three soldiers 
stopped Uridad at a roadblock 
ordered him out of his car then 



cflidfecs on Tuesday arrest a Palestinian boy in the 
|c£za Strip (AFP photo) 


cony. 

A military statement said 
that soldiers spotted a Palesti- 
nian coming towards one sol- 
dier with a knife and opened 
fire, seriously wounding die 
Arab who died of his injuries. 

Hebron is still smoldering 
from the Feb. 25 mosque mas- 
sacre when a Jewish settler 
shot dead more than 30 Palesti- 
nians as they knelt in prayer. 

Israel's army chief predicted 
on Tuesday the Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation (PLO) 
would put pressure on Hamas 
to curb guerrilla attacks in 
Palestinian self-rule areas, a 
participant at a parliamentary 
briefing said. 

“I believe they (the PLO) 
will have an incentive in fact to 
prove that in the areas that are 
under their authority terrorism 
will go down,” Lieutenant- 
General Ehud Barak was 
quoted as saying. 

“They will impose pressure 
on Hamas to limit (guerrilla) 
activities in Gaza ami Jericho 
because it will give them a 
basis for their political argu- 
ment that goes: 'the areas you 
have given us are being run in 
relative quiet and now we want 
to expand these areas'." 

Gen. Barak also said that he 
would not be surprised if 
Hamas eventually cooperated 
with a PLO-led Palestinian 
autonomy, Israeli army radio 
reported. 

Gen. Barak reportedly esti- 
mated that it would take the 
army two weeks to withdraw 
from Gaza and Jericho once an 
agreement was reached, in 
contrast to previous estimates 
that said withdrawal could take 
place within 24 hours. 

U.S- Ambassador Edward 
Djeijian told American fun- 
draisers Tuesday that in order 
for peace to be achieved is the 
Middle East, negotiations had 
to advance on all fronts in 
order to prevail over extremist 
violence. 

“It is quite frankly a race 
against time as to which 
tendency will ultimately pre- 
vail,” he said. 





An elderiy man enters a polling station as others 
await their turn on Tuesday to cast their vote in 


Takoza, a black township outside Johannesburg 
(AFP photo) 


South African blacks 
vote — ‘free at last’ 


JOHANNESBURG (Agen- 
cies) — Defying bombs and 
bureaucratic bungling, black 
South Africans voted for the 
first time on Tuesday in a 
resounding declaration that 
they were free ar last. 

The old, the maimed, the 
sick, the jailed and the exiled 
strode and shuffled — some 
were carried — to polling sta- 
tions across the country and 
abroad for the first “special 
day" of the three-day, all-race 
elections. 

i 

From Soweto to New Zea- 
land, Uitenhage to the United 
States, newly-enfranchised 
blacks joined whites in raising 
a democracy out of the ashes of 
apartheid, the unique form of 
racial segregation that cli- 
maxed three centuries of white 
domination. 

The feelings of thousands of 
blacks queueing from dawn in 
dusty townships in the early- 
morning dull and then in the 
hot sun was summed up by one 
beaming pensioner in battle- 
scarred Katlehong east of 
Johannesburg: 

“I think my dignity has been 
restored,” said Magdalene 
Kutoane, 65. 


tores. 

Other voters go to the polls 
on Wednesday and Thursday 
after the birth, at midnight 
(2200 GMT) on Tuesday, of 
the new nation. 

The old South African 
symbol of oppression to 
lions was to be lowered in 
major cities then and a new 
constitution to take effect. 

Voters turned out with re- 
markable enthusiasm on Tues- 
day to put their crosses over 
the grave of apartheid. 


Tuesday was a spedal voting 
day for the old, the sick, pris- 
oners convicttSToF aUlmt ma- 
jor crimes and South Africans 
abroad, many of them refugees 
from apartheid. A total of 22.7 
million people are eligible to 
vote, 18 million of them 
blacks. 

Polling began hesitantly in 
many areas as officials unfamil- 
iar with mass voting struggled 
with their papers and other 
paraphernalia. Thousands 
waited patiently for hours after 
scheduled opening time before 
ballot boxes were ready for 
slips listing 27 parties for pro- 
vincial and national legrsla- 


A spate of bombings, 
blamed on white extremists 
malting a last stand against 
black role, killed 21 people and 
wounded 162 since Sunday — 
two m an attack on a black war 
in the capital Pretoria barely 10 
hours before the polls opened. 

Reformist President F.W. de 
Klerk, who took his 89-year- 
old mother Corrie to vote in 
Pretoria, told reporters he was 
buoyant. 

“It was my policy that there 
should come an end to minor- 
ity rule” said the man who 
freed Nelson Mandela from 
prison in 1990 and began dis- 
mantling apartheid — the basic 
policy plank of his national 
party since 1948. 

Mr. Mandela, who spent 27 
of his- 75 years Jbrr priam for 
fighting apartheid and stands 
on the verge of power, joined 
Mr. De Klerk in condemning 
what the president called “the 
lunatic frmge to the right.” 

“We will not let a handful of 
killers steal onr democracy,” 
Mandela told reporters. 

Archbishop Desmond Tutu, 
a Nobel Peace prize winner 
like Mr. Mandela and Mr. De 
Klerk, said be was “walking on 
clouds ... like falling in love.” 

The bombings, he said, were 
like “the last kicks of a dying 
horse.” 


Zulu leader Mangosuthu 
Bnthelezi has asked that the 
election be extended by a day 
because of “massive glitches” 
Tuesday on the first day of 
voting, his chief negotiator 
announced. 

Joe Mathews told a press 
conference that Mr. Buthelezi, 
president of the Zulu -base d 
Inkatha Freedom Party (IFP), 
had made a formal request to 
Judge Johann Kriegler that 
voting end on Friday instead of 
Thursday, Mr. Kriegler is head 
of die election organisers, the 
Independent Electoral Com- 
mission (IEC). 

But IEC officials had indi- 
cated they trad no powers to 
extend the vote, Mr. Mathews 
said, who led talks about bring- 
ing the Zulu nationalists into 
the poll. 

Mr. Mathews said that at 
voting stations across the coun- 
try, but particularly in the 
IH^s power base of Kwazulu- 
Naial, ballot papers had ar- 
rived without tiie stickers that 
were supposed to be attached 
to ballot papers to add the 
name of the IFP, which agreed 
to join the poll only a week 
ago. 

“There have been massive 
glitches in the administration 
of the election,” Mr. Mathews 
said. 

Apart from a lack of stick- 
ers, be added, other problems 
experienced were a failure of 
electoral officers to turn up at 
polling stations, a shortage of 
IEC monitors, youths helping 
elderly people to fill in their 
ballots and members of the 
IFP’s archifval, the African 
National Congress (ANC), 
acting as monitors. 

“We are very disturbed that 
despite assurances that IFP 
stickers would be seat to all 
voting stations, this was not 
done,” Mr. Mathews said. 


Serbs continue pullout 
amid U.N. optimism 


ZAGREB (Agencies) — The 
United Nations said Tuesday 
that the Bosnian Serbs were 
malting progress in withdraw- 
ing their heavy weapons from 
around the Muslim enclave of 
Gorazde as a North Atlantic 
Treaty Organisation (NATO) 
deadline approached. 

“Generally we are satisfied 
with the progress that is taking 
place on the ground,” United 
Nations Protection Force (UN- 
PROFOR) spokesman 
Michael Williams said ahead of 
the 0001 GMT Wednesday 
deadline. 

Under the NATO ultimatum 
issued on Friday, Serb forces, 
must pull all their heavy 
weaponry outside a 20- 
kilometre zone around the 
eastern Bosnian town by the 


deadline or face air strikes. 

In Washington, White 
House spokeswoman Dee 
Myers said the Serbs were 
clearly on track for complying 
with the ultimatum. 

“They’re clearly in the pro- 
cess of complying, but exactly 
where they are I don’t know,” 
she said, adding: “The ultima- 
tum still stands." 

In Brussels, NATO and 
U.N. commanders for Bosnia- 
Herzegovina gave a cautiously 
optimistic assessment of the 
Serb withdrawal. 

NATO issued the new threat 
after the Bosnian Serbs defied 
repeated calls to stop attacking 
Gorazde, including appeals 
from their Russian allies. 

U.S. warplanes operating 
under NATO command 


bombed Serb positions near 
Gorazde earlier this month, 
but the raids did little other 
than infuriate the Serbs and 
prompt them to detain U.N. 
personnel and break off con- 
tact with the United Nations. 

As the Serb offensive on 
Gorazde continued, NATO 
agreed to extend to Gorazde 
and four other U.N. -declared 
safe havens the air-strike 
threat that brought relative 
peace to Sarajevo in February 
under a similar wea pons- 
withdrawal ultimatum to the 
Serbs. 

General Bernard de Lap- 
resle and Lieutenant-General 
Michael Rose, commander of 
U.N. forces in ex-Yugoslavia 


(Continued on page 3) 



253 killed in 
Taiwanese plane 


A Bosnian Serb convoy pulling heavy artfltery 
passes through the town of Znpcid, two 
kilometres southeast of Gorazde, on Tuesday as 


it withdraws from the U.N. security zone (AFP 
photo) 


crash in Japan 


TOKYO (Agencies) — At 
least 253 people died when a 
China Airlines Airbus A-300 
with 271 people on board 
crashed and exploded into 
flames while landing Tuesday 
evening at Nagoya airport in 
central Japan, officials said. 

Transport Ministry officials 
corrected the number of peo- 
ple on board from 272 to 271, 
saying that they had counted a 
crew member twice. 

The officials said eight peo- 
ple were still listed as missing 
some seven hours after the 
crash while 10 people had been 
treated at hospitals after they 
were rescued from the debris. 

The plane, on a flight from 
Taipei to Nagoya, had 158 
Japanese passengers and 99 
foreign passengers, including 
two infants, as well as 14 crew 
members. 

A Transport Ministry official 
said that min utes before the 
crash, pilot Wang Lo-Chi 
radioed that he would abandon 
his landing attempt and try 
again. The pilot did not give a 
reason. In his last transmis- 
sion. he said only “going 
around." 

The plane, flying in from 


Taipei, Taiwan, crashed sever- 
al hundred metres to the Tight 
of the runway. Had it gUne 
another 200 metres straight 
ahead, it would have hit a 
housing area. 

It ended up just short of 
several hangars of an air self- 
defence forces base at the air- 


port, and a quick response Jjy 
airmen at the base was credited 


with saving some lives. 

A Transport Ministry official 
said the fire was put out about 
40 minutes after the crash. • 
Hours later, some 3,000 
police, firemen and troops 
were gingerly lifting wreckage 
with cranes and by han d in the 
search for the final victims, 1 
The crash was the second 
worst in Japanese aviation his- £ 
toiy. The worst angle-plane W 
accident in any country occur- 
red Aug. 12, 1985, when a 
Japan Airlines Boeing 747 
crashed into a mountain on a 
domestic flight, killing 520 
people. 

The plane. Flight 140, was 
carrying 256 passengers includ- 
ing two infants, and 15 crew 
members when it crashed at 


(Continued on page 3)- 


Israel cautious 


on Russian role 


MOSCOW (Agencies) — 
Israel’s visiting Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin appeared 
politely unconvinced about 
Russia’s hopes of a bigger role 
in the Middle East peace pro- 
cess after meetings on Tuesday 
with the president and foreign 
and defence ministers. 

But Mr. Rabin, who was due 
later on Tuesday to leave Mos- 
cow after an evening news con- 
ference, said Israel was keen to 
broaden bilateral ties. 

“In all my negotiations, I 
understood that Russia has an 
interest in the future in con- 
tinuing the work of estab- 
lishing peace and security in 
the Middle East,” Mr. Rabin 
said after his final meeting with 
Foreign Minister Andrei 
Kozyrev. 

“Perhaps this is a bit diffe- 
rent from what happened with 
the Soviet Union in the past.” 

During the cold war, the 
Soviet Union championed the 
Arab cause against Israel. But 
the collapse of communism, 
and the growth of a large 
Russian-speaking community 
in Israel, have shaken up this 
traditional alignment. 

Israel and Moscow reestab- 
lished diplomatic relations in 
October 1991 which had been 
broken off in 1967. 

Moscow, a co-sponsor with 
Washington of the peace pro- 
cess, has until this year taken a 
back seat. But, as part of a 
general shaking-off of post- 
Soviet inertia in foreign poli- 
cy, it is now keen to be seen 
doing more in the Middle East. 

On Tuesday, Mr. Rabin re- 
jected a Russian plan for a 
second international confer- 


ence on the Middle East abd 
asserted talks with Palestinians 
must continue on a one-on-one 
basis. 

“I do not believe there is any 
need for a Madrid two,” Mr. 
Rabin said at a news coofer- 


ing directly,’ 
stated. 


Mr. Rabin said he and Rus- 
sian officials, including 
dent Yeltsin, had discussed no 
details on proposals for 
coming remaining obstacles t 
antaocord on limited Pale ' 
man self-rule in the fsraeti- 
occupied territories. 

But he said they had discos^ 
sed the current status of nego- 
tiations as well as the possibil- 
ity of fresh talks with Syria. 

Asked about Russian arms 
sales to Syria, Mr. Rabin 
stated that “we do not oppose 
any relations between Russia 
and the other Arab countries." • 
“The question is to what 
extent the relations are for'' 
bilateral purposes and are en- * 
couraging the agreed goal of 
peace and stability in the re- 
gion,” he said. 


Mr. Kozyrev said relations' 
between the two countries 
were “on the rise.” Mr. Rabin 
and Russian Prime Minister 
Viktor Chernomyrdin on Mon- 
day signed agreements on dual 
taxation, agricultural coopera- 
tion and tourism. 
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ence. 

“There is an unc 
between us and on the part, 
the United States to leave the 
negotiations to be done be- 
tween us and representatives of 
the Palestine Liberation Orgar 
nisation (PLO) in Cairo, talk- ,i 

ino dirertlv " Mr. Rahin iff 
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No civil war or partition 
in Yemen — Basendwa 


SANAA (R) — Yemen’s Fore- 
ign Minister Mohammad 
Salem Basendwa said on Tues- 
day his country’s political crisis 
would likely drag on but ruled 
out civil war and partition. 

“The crisis is expected to 
continue for some time. But I 
do not expect secession," Mr. 
Basendwa told Reuters in an 
interview. 

Differences between Presi- 
dent Ali Abdullah Saleh and 
his Vice President Ali Salem 
A1 Beidb are threatening Ye- 
men’s four-year-old unity and 
paralysing the government. 

Mr. Saleh who ruled con- 
servative North Yemen and 
Mr. fieidh, leader of the Marx- 
ist South Yemen, merged the 
two parts in May 1990, but 
differences that emerged in 
August raised fears of redivi- 
sion. 

“Secession will be the fuse 


that ignites civil war, and I 
don’t expect fighting in Yemen 
as this will lead to its frag- 
mentation in more than i two 
states,” Mr. Basendwa said. 
“As long as everybody is aware, 
of tins, there is no ground for 
fear of dvfl war.” 

Mr. Basendwa is a member 
of Mr. Saleh’s General Peo- 
ple’s Congress (GPC), whose 
rival Yemen Socialist Party 
(YSP) is led by Mr. Beidh. 

Mr. Basendwa blamed the 
crisis on “hawks within the 
YSP who advocate secession. 
The majority of the party is 
pro-unity and the solution 
must come from the YSP 
which sparked the crisis.” 
The YSP ruled united Ye- 
men with the GPC On SD-50 
power sharing basis until elec- 
tions in April 1993, which 
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Sabri Farah and family 
Extends their sincere condolences t(X 

HIS MAJESTY KING HUSSEIN, 

the Hashemite Family, 
and all Jordanians for 
the passing away yesterday of 

Her Majesty the Queen Mother, 

Zein A1 Sharaf 






